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NEXT ISSUE ON SALE FEBRUARY 27, 1996 


1.9 YOU KNOW WHAT? AHMED JOHNSON’S GOT A GRIPE ... 


You would, too, if you were the USWA heavyweight champion, you were 
unbeaten in the WWF, you bodyslammed Yokozuna twice, and you still weren't 
getting much respect 


PRESS CONFERENCE: BOB ARMSTRONG 
The former Smoky Mountain commissioner talks about why SMW folded, some 
of his fondest memories of the promotion, and where he plans to go from here 


“IT’S MINE!” 

WHILE SAVAGE AND HOGAN FIDDLE WITH THE TITLE ... WCW BURNS 
The “Macho Man,” the “Hulkster,” and friends ought to be united in their efforts 
to destroy the Dungeon of Doom. Instead, they're fighting each other. Kevin 
Sullivan loves it; his sinister plan is working beautifully! 


WHO’S BETTER: SHAWN OR BRET? 
OUR 10-POINT SYSTEM REVEALS THE ANSWER! 
They're probably the two best all-around athletes in the WWF. They've done 
battle before, and they will likely do battle again ... very soon. So who has the edge? 


THEIR VIOLENCE WAS SILENCED! 

PUBLIC ENEMY: GUNNED DOWN IN THE WWF 
Johnny Grunge and Rocco Rock had a chance to win the World tag title in their 
first match in the federation, but they decided to tone down their violent ways; 
they lost. They'll never use that game plan again 


DEPARTMENTS 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Pardoning The Gangstas; Weekly Approval; Straight “Shooter” 


RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


The hottest news from around the wrestling world 


FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 


A look at wrestling in the 21st century 


IN FOCUS by Craig Peters 
Why you can't live without the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Almanac 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
A lot of WWF wrestlers hope “Mr. Perfect” stays at the broadcast table 


THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 
Randy Savage is fine, but he’s no Buddy Rogers 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 


Mail call for our most controversial columnist 


PWI CLOSE-UP: THE KID 
A complete career bio of Ted DiBiase’s newest hired hand 


ARENA REPORTS 


Important match results from around the globe 


SCOUTING REPORTS 


Strengths and weaknesses of five top stars 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


The mat sport’s most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Introducing New Japan and All-Japan to our ratings 


WRESTLING ENQUIRER 


Late-breaking news from around the wrestling world 


HOT SHOT 


Miss Texas shows why she’s tougher than a lot of men 


INCENSED 
TO WIN 


E STRATED 


OLD 
MAN!” 


THE INSULT 
S\ THAT MADE 
RANDY 
AGAIN: 


Our cover story in the 
February 1996 issue told of the 
insult that infuriated Randy 
~ Savage so much (“Give It Up, 

Old Mant”) that he began using 
-a more aggressive style. The 
more aggressive “Macho Man” 
went on to win the WCW World 
title in November. Our fans 
noticed the change and had 
plenty to say about it. 

“At tirst | was upset that 
some little kid insulted ‘Macho 
Man,"" said “PW/ Hotline” » 
caller Peter Montel of 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, “but 
when Savage won the WCW 
World title at World War Ill, 
hey, | forgave the kid!” 

“Savage may have taken 
that insult to heart, but at least 
he did something about it,” 
wrote reader Melaine James of 
Westfield, Massachuselts. “He 
didn’t just let what someone 
said bother him. He turned it | 
into something good!" 

“Randy may be savage 

again, but how long could it 
possibly last?” questioned: 
feader Reed Davis af Salisbury, 
Maryland, "| agree with the 
kid. Savage is too old to be in 
* this game much longer.” 


PARDONING THE GANGSTAS jf 

After reading “From The Desk \ 
Of ... Stuart M. Saks” in the Winter } 
1995 issue, I was left wondering just 
what The Gangstas were trying to 
do. It took some nerve on their part 
to bribe former PWI/ Editorial 
Assistant Ed Emelett with a car, a 
vacation, and $2,000 in cash. I do 
not like this at all. In my estimation, 
it was The Gangstas themselves, not 
one of their associates, who bribed 
Mr. Emelett. And that caused him to 
lose his position with PWI. 

I have heard about The Gangstas 
badmouthing other wrestlers. Now 
they pull a stunt like this. This 
makes me sick! 

I hope that some team, like Public 
Enemy for instance, gives The 
Gangstas a real good whipping for 
bribing a PWI staff member just get 
a high spot in the “PWI 500.” Then 


they will really learn their 

lesson! 
WILLIAM STAMBAUGH 
York, PA 


[Editor’s note: It was never 
determined that it was The Gangstas 
who bribed Emelett for a good posi- 
tion in the “PWI 500.” Mustafa 
Saed and New Jack were mentioned as sus- 
pects because Emelett seemed to be very 
friendly with them at times, but we never 
determined that they were involved in any 
way. The name of the person or persons 
who bribed Emelett might never be known.] 


WEEKLY APPROVAL 

I subscribe to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Weekly, and I must say I enjoy it very much. 
I would like to thank you for providing the 
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A lot of people thought it was The Gangstas who bribed 
former PW! Editorial Assistant Ed Emelett to get a good 
spot in the 1995 “PW/ 500.” Just to clarify, as of press 
time, we hadn’t found the culprit(s). 


fans with this excellent weekly newsletter. 
It keeps me updated with what’s going on in 
the wrestling world. I love the latest news, 
gossip, and especially the transactions. I 
also enjoy the, behind-the-scenes news, 
much of which is hardly ever mentioned on 
television by the various wrestling federa- 
tions. I also find the independent federation 
information to be really helpful since I can- 
not see many of those promotions on TV or 
in person. 


PWI listed blandness as one of Dean Malenko’s main weak- 
nesses in a recent “Scouting Report.” Reader Harry Simon 
doesn’t see how his lack of flamboyance makes him any less 
effective in the ring. 


YEARS AGO 
IN PWI 


The cover of the April 1986 issue featured WWF World 
Women’s champion Wendi Richter and carried the 
accompanying headline, “Is Wendi Richter More Popular 
Than Hulk Hogan?” At the time, it was close. Her own 
popularity did a lot for the popularity for women’s wrestling 
in general. After Richter lost the belt, however, the 
popularity of women’s wrestling quickly waned. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: NWA World champion 


I have been very busy lately 
with school and work and 
haven’t been able to keep up 
with wrestling on TV or the 
magazines as much as I’d like 
to. During this time, I found 
PWI Weekly to be very helpful. 
I am definitely renewing my 


| subscription so I don’t miss 


out, 
SIDNEY KARL 
San Jose, CA 


Recently, I was thrilled to 
see a “Scouting Report” on one 
of my favorite wrestlers, “The 
Shooter” Dean Malenko 
(January 1996). To paraphrase 
The Brain (that’s the cartoon 
mouse, not Bobby Heenan): 
Keep it up, PWI; Donkeytown 
needs a new mayor. You listed 
blandness as one of Malenko’s 
weaknesses. Oh, silly me. 
Here, I thought that being the 
greatest mat technician and 


"| counterwrestler on the globe 


could overshadow a lackluster 
ability to kick out one-liners. 
So what if Dean Malenko is 
the greatest wrestler from one 
(Continued on page 48) 


“Nature Boy” Ric Flair was featured in the centerfold ... Chris Adams and Gino 
Hernandez’ continuing war with the Von Erich family was chronicled. After having their 
heads shaved by the Texas wrestling family, Adams and Hernandez proclaimed, “When 
the Von Erichs cut our hair, they cut their own throats!” ... Before the big showdown 
between Dusty Rhodes and Ric Flair at Starrcade ’85, the two met in a wild six-man 
battle, and PW/ was there to cover it. Rhodes teamed with The Road Warriors to defeat 


Flair and Ole and Arn Anderson. 
Magazine availability: Sold out. 
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NE OF THE men allegedly 
Ort for the brutal 

attack on Shawn Michaels 
outside a Syracuse, New York, 
nightclub on October 14 has been 
charged with second-degree 
assault. According to the Syracuse 
Post-Standard, Douglas D. 
Griffith, 23, a U.S. Army soldier 
from Canastota, New York, was 
arraigned in Onondaga County 
Court on December 6, then 
released into the custody of mili- 
tary police pending a hearing 
scheduled for December 14. 
Depending on which report you 
read, there were anywhere from 
four to 10 men involved in the 
October 14 incident. At first, 
Shawn opted not to press charges, 
but he changed his mind a few 
weeks later. 

Michaels did return to the ring 
just three weeks after he was beat- 
en up, but he was sent home by 
his doctors after collapsing in the 
ring during a match with Owen 
Hart on November 20. He has 
since been diagnosed with post- 
concussion syndrome, and it could 
be several months before he is 
allowed to wrestle again. 

WWE President Gorilla Mon- 
soon is confusing me. He'll strip 
some wrestlers of their titles, he'll 
fine others who blatantly break 
rules or sneak-attack their rivals, 
yet when Bob Backlund attacks 
broadcaster Jim Ross, a sound 
engineer, and World champ Bret 
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Hart all in the span of two days, 
Monsoon does practically nothing! 
All he did was issue a statement 
that said he will have Backlund 
arrested if he attacks any other 
non-wrestling employees of the 
WWF. Come on, Gorilla, what 
does this guy have to do to get 
suspended or banned, procure the 
chicken wing on you? 


By the way, have you seen how 
chummy Bob—I mean, Mr. 
Backlund—has become with Dean 
Douglas. Backlund presented 
Douglas with the “Board Of 
Education” at a TV taping in 
November. The “Board” is a pad- 
dle similar to the ones teachers 
used to use on unruly students 
years ago (not me, of course). He 
may not get to use it much, 
though, because from what | hear, 
with the exception of Mr. Backlund, 
Douglas isn’t getting along with 
anyone in the WWF and may have 
left by the time you read this. 

ECW’s Taz is a bit surly these 
days as well. “I don’t need any 
friends in this sport!” he told me 
when | reached him by telephone 
recently. Well, he does have at 
least one friend in ECW these 
days—his new manager, Bill 


Shawn Michaels returned home to rest after collapsing in the ring on November 20. 
Meanwhile, one of the men involved in the beating of Michaels outside a nightclub in 
October was charged with second-degree assault. 


Alfonso. Yes, it’s the same Bill 
Alfonso whom fans in ECW 
despise because he tried to make 
the wrestlers in the federation 
more rule-abiding. “You know, 
when | look at everyone in ECW, | 
think Mr. Alfonso is the only man | 
can truly trust,” Taz said. “He’s the 
only friend | need!” 

Mantaur, now Bruiser Mastino, 
is not doing well in ECW so far. He 
lost his first three matches in that 
federation ... More federation 
jumping: The Heavenly Bodies 
have entered ECW, where their 
feud with Public Enemy was cut 
short when Rocco Rock and 


Johnny Grunge decided to leave 

for WCW. : 
| asked the boys if their confi- 
dence might have been affected by 
their recent sub-par effort against 
(Continued on page 50) 


He’s at it again! 
Bob Backlund at- 
tacked Bret Hart 
and a few non- 
wrestling WWF em- 
ployees with his 
chicken wing in 
late-November. 
WWF President 
Gorilla Monsoon 
has done very little 
to deter him from 
doing it again. 


Swinging chairs at 
opponents’ heads 
is something John- 
ny Grunge and his 
partner, Rocco 
Rock, have done 
regularly for the 
last few years in 
ECW. Soon they’ll 
be trying their luck 
in WCW. 
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By taking advantage of our 
special combination offers, you 
can have all of the world’s 
lending wrestling magazines 


save up to 30% off the regular 
newsstand price! 


action 
SEC 
PAS 
ave PAGE: 
ni ey MORE © 
6oue™ 


SrECIAL Yeh, 
\nside 


fom TE 


Gectiows 1 
Py, 2 


COMBINE & SAVE ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION | TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 


# of U.S. Canada/ # of U.S. Canada/ 
Magazines Issues Price Foreign Issues Price Foreign 


DISCOUNT COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 25%!) 


THE WRESTLER 26 (1 $54.75 (1$75.55 52 [11$109.50 (1 $151.10 
New (Renewal  ncipe WaresTLING (13 each title) ($119.75 airmail) | (26 each title) ($239.50 airmail) 


SUPER SAVER COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 30%!) 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 39 (1 $79.80 (1$107.10} 78 (11$159.60 (1$214.20 


CiNew [Renewal THE WRESTLER (13 each title) ($177.30 airmail) | (26 each title) ($354.60 airmail) 
INSIDE WRESTLING 


(YES! Please enter the combination subscription | have checked Send To: LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
above. | have enclosed a check or money order for payment in full or P.O. Box 910 


included my credit card number to charge my purchase. Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Please indicate method of payment: 


Name 
(1) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to LONDON PUBLISHING CO.) 


OVISA (MasterCard Expiration Date: / Address 


MO/YR 
Card No.: City State Zip 
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delivered to your door and . 


A MUST FOR EVERY 


WRESTLING FAN 


Did you know that on January 21, 1944, the City 
‘Auditorium in Houston, Texas, hosted one of the most 
unusual nights of wrestling ever? It was a joint benefit 
with wrestlers and the Houston Symphony Orchestra that 
brought in more than a million dollars in sales of war 
bonds. Move over, WrestleMania: Ringside seats went for 
a hefty $500 war bond purchase! In the main event, Wild 
Bill Longson battled Lou Thesz. But what was most inter- 
¢sting about the evening was that a match between Ellis 
/Bashara and Dave Levin was accompanied by symphonic 
f arrangement by the Houston Symphony Orchestra! And 

- Bashara, after winning the bout, pushed the conductor 
aside to lead the orchestra himself! 

That’s just one of the fascinating tidbits to 
(?*StiN be found in the 1996 Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
ILLUSTRATED Ue 4} Almanac And Book Of Facts! And while I hesi- 


By Craig Peters 


tate to turn this month’s installment of “In 
Focus” into a two-page “This Month In” fea- 
ture, I can’t help but be excited about this 
amazing project! 

We spent months poring through thousands 
of pages of newspaper clippings, hundreds of 
back issues of magazines, and dozens of com- 
puterized reference files. The result is a 196- 
page reference tool that is a must-read for 
-every wrestling fan, young and old. 

Does it sound like I’m patting ourselves on 
the back? Well, with apologies to Barry 
Horowitz, I guess I am. But when you see this 

i eSes a Almanac, you'll understand why. Every sport 
EDITION has had reference tools for the fan in the street. 
Every sport, that is, except pro wrestling. 

Now wrestling has the reference tool it has 
wanted for so many years. 

Back in the August 1995 installment of “In 
Focus,” I asked you readers to send in your 
suggestions as to what you wanted to see in 
the Almanac. Dozens of you responded with 
your suggestions, and I’m happy to report that 
a great many of those suggestions were taken 
to heart and included in this landmark 


publishing event. 
Profiles a Btalistics 1006 Haiti Want title histories? We have comprehensive 
Comprehensive Tile Histories weak a ix Nay Championship lineages of active titles like the 
A NWA, WCW, and the WWF, world singles and 
1895: The Year i Wrestling tag team titles, the WWF Intercontinental title, 
A Guide To Wrestling Overseas the U.S. heavyweight title, ECW and USWA 
And Much, Much More! titles, and so much more! Plus, we give you title 


histories for important defunct titles like the 
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AWA World heavyweight and 
tag team titles, the Florida title, 
the Georgia National title, the 
Missouri title, and more! 

Another major section in the 
Almanac is a chart of every pay- 
per-view wrestling card ever 
(through the end of 1995, there 
have been 97), plus complete 
results of each one of those 
cards! Our chart includes atten- 
dance figures for each card, and 
our results section includes, in 
many cases, matches held in the 
building that weren’t aired on 
the pay-per-view broadcasts! 

Want more? No problem! We 
have a 12-page section detailing 
wrestling overseas, with special 
emphasis on the All-Japan and 
New Japan federations! We have 
a 12-page section providing you 
with all the winners of the PW/ 
Achievement Awards ever— 
including categories (like Girl 
Wrestler of the Year and Midget 
of the Year) no longer in exis- 
tence! We have a section detail- 
ing the biggest live crowds of all- 
time! We have a directory of pro- 
motional addresses worldwide! 

Think we’re done? Wrong! 
We also have profiles of 50 top 
stars in the sport today! A 12- 
page section of statistics— 
heights, weights, hometowns, 
pro debuts, and birthdays—for 
nearly 500 wrestlers! We detail 
the biggest news stories of 1995, 
review dozens of memorable 
events from 1995, and look 
ahead to where wrestling will be 
going in 1996! 

And that Houston Symphony 
item? That’s one of more than 
200 items we’ve assembled into a 
year-by-year history of memo- 
rable highlights in the sport, inter- 
esting facts that you’ll find enter- 
taining and informative and ... 

Look, the bottom line is this: 
Go to the newsstand and check it 
out. You’ll won’t be sorry! 


Did you know that Bill Longson wrestled on a card that also included a performance from 
the Houston Symphony Orchestra? You would if you bought the 1996 Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Almanac. 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


news for people who like two things: great wrestling 

and obnoxious broadcasting. Thankfully, Hennig’s 
grappling skills are more popular than his opinions. For now 
Hennig is only providing commentary. While he is not quite 
as outrageously biased as Jerry 
Lawler, Hennig has no desire to 
make any of the federation’s fan 
favorites look good. 

Especially not Diesel. “Mr. 
Perfect” thinks the former 
World champion is a highly 
overrated fraud, unworthy to 
wear such coveted gold. He 
says—quite rightly—that Diesel 
isn’t close to being the wrestler 
he is. Also says he has respect 
for new World champ Bret 
Hart, with whom he has had 
some great battles, but says he 
could beat him, too. 

In leveling his criticisms, 
Hennig not only is dragging 
down popular athletes, he is 
presenting himself as a viable 
World championship contender. 
Why shouldn’t Hennig feel that 
way? At his peak, Hennig was 
perhaps the finest pure scientific 
master in the game. 

Of course there’s a big prob- 
lem for Curt right now: his 


C= HENNIG’S RETURN to the WWE is good 
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health. A back injury forced “Perfect” out of active compe- 
tition these last two years and will make it extremely diffi- 
cult for him to return at full effectiveness. 

Hennig is undaunted. He has spent a lot of time lately 
playing golf, but he’s spent a lot more time trying to 
strengthen that back. Never mind broadcasting; He is still a 
wrestler at heart. 

So was his dad, Larry. His younger brother, Jesse, is 
also showing signs that he, too, could someday be a star. 
But the elder Hennig was more of a brawler. He didn’t 
trouble himself with the finer points. 

His son does. “Perfect” does not want to begin compet- 
ing full-time again until he’s absolutely ready to return at 
the highest level. He won’t mind if his first opponents are 
prelim guys, but he will not be willing to wait long for the 
real competition to arrive. He didn’t come back for the 
exercise. Meanwhile, there’s the witty repartee with Vince 
McMahon and Jim Ross. Hennig is good at it. His views 
are questionable, but he is entertaining and intelligent. 
Today, those are qualifications enough. 

“Perfect” has also used his seat at the table to scout Hart, 
Diesel, Shawn Michaels, Razor Ramon, and the other 
members of the elite. As much as he spouts verbally, 
there’s plenty more he keeps to himself. 

Hennig’s fellow wrestlers don’t appreciate the fact that 
he has this advantage. Lawler 
has the same advantage, but 
most of them know “The King” 
is not nearly as dangerous as 
| Curt. As ‘far as they’re con- 
| cerned, Hennig is a great broad- 

caster, so good that he should 
} remain in the booth permanent- 
ly. They’d rather take verbal 
beatings from him than physi- 
cal ones. 

Their discomfort is what 
fuels Hennig’s desire to return 
to the ring. He’s glad he’s so 
prominent in their minds. He 
wants them to think a lot about 
what he’ll do to them when he 
gets back. A couple of years 
ago, Hennig was feuding 
intensely with Lex Luger. He 
threw a terrific scare into Lex, 
who definitely wasn’t talking 
about “Perfect” when he said 
the competition in the WWF 


“Mr. Perfect” is back, and he looks good wearing a suit was too weak for his tastes. 
and spitting out witty comments during WWF telecasts. 
There are at least a few WWF wrestlers hoping he stays 
at the broadcast table and away from the ring. 


Diesel and Michaels remember 
(Continued on page 54) 


13. CHOKE 
14. CLAW 
15. CLOTHESLINE 
16. CROSS BODY BLOCK 
17, DOUBLE AXEHANOLE 
18 DROP KICK 
7 EAGLE SPLIT 


24, FLYING BOOY PRESS 
25. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 

26. FLYING DROP KICK 

27. FLYING ELBOW DROP 


32. FULL NELSON 
33. GIANT SWING 


34. GRAPEVINE 
35. HAIR PULLING 
36. HAMMERLOCK 


40. HIP ROLL 
41. IRISH WHIP 


49. ROLLING SCISSORS 
50. ROPE BURN 

51. SAVATE KICK 
52. SCISSORS GRIP 


55. SNAP MARE 
56. STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 


60. WRISTLOCK 


th Ly Ben #2: Ace #3: Seeger #4: Bodybag #5: Wildfire #6: Eric #7: Nook the 
Stevens 


Jones Sohnny Kage Darkstrom Secret hkapon 


Gan Dorn 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these [WA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


x *& &* NO ENTRY FEE! * * x 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the ring 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 


So take us on! Find out if you're tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1" for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 
Box 5275 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 


x *k * 


© 1994 ISC. All Rights Reserved 
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Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at left. List them 


in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


7 8 9 


ADDRESS 6 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown at right List them in 


CITY, STATE, ZIP the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


i 
i 
f 
d 
j 
| jee a a 
l 
4 
l 
y 
i 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 


FINISHING HOLD 


SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 


7 


4 


6 


2 


MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) : ey ae a 


. ABDOMINAL STRETCH 
ATOMIC DROP 
AVALANCHE 

. BACKBREAKER 
BACKROLL PRESS 
BELLY TO BELLY 
BIG SPLASH 


. BOSTON CRAB 
BRAIN BUSTER 


CRUCIFIX 
ODOT 
. FIGURE FOUR 


77. FLYING LEG DROP 


89 
90. 


10, 
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Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 letters and spaces 


Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler to go 
against from the 10 al the top. Remember to enclose $1® for each 
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GOURD BUSTER 
. INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
NECKBREAKER 
PILEDRIVER 
POWER BOMB. 
POWER SLAM 
RUSSIAN SICKLE 
SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
SMALL PACKAGE 
SPINE BUSTER 
SUNSET FLIP 
SUPERPLEX 
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TWO FOR THE SHOW. One of 
the highest standards of wrestling 
greatness used to be the rare achieve- 
ment of winning world titles in both 
the WWF and the NWA/WCW. 
Nowadays, its seems everyone is 
doing it. 

That is only a slight exaggeration. 
“Macho Man” Randy Say- 
age recently became the 
fourth wrestler to turn the 
trick, joining Buddy 
Rogers, Ric Flair, and Hulk 
Hogan. While winning 
world titles in both federa- 
tions remains a rare accom- 
plishment, each one of 
these guys has had it easier 
than his predecessor. 

Some feel Savage now 
must be grouped with 
Rogers, Flair, and Hogan as 
one of the indisputable all- 
time greats. Sorry, but I 
don’t feel that way. Sav- 
age’s WWF-WCW double 
says far more about the 
state of wrestling today 
than it does about him. In 
fact, his recent WCW 
World title victory does 
more to take some of the 
luster off Hogan’s double 
than it does to affirm 
Savage’s status as a true 
legend of the sport. 
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Savage, who won the WWE 
World title in 1988 and 1992, won 
the vacant WCW World title in a 
60-man battle royal, the biggest in 
wrestling history, in November. 
Depending on your perspective, 
Savage either beat 59 men or was 
part of—literally—the biggest 


three-ring circus the sport has ever 
seen. I agree with the latter point 
of view. 

Savage didn’t even have to pin any- 
one to win the title. He didn’t eliminate 
the other 59 competitors by himself. 
And the match ended in controversy 
when Hogan—you knew this was com- 
ing—claimed he was never eliminated 
because he left the ring under the bot- 
tom rope, not over the top. 

Does Hogan have a good grasp of 
the sport’s history? Does George 
Steele have hair on his back? Hogan 
understands the long-term ramifica- 
tions of everything he accomplishes in 
the sport. In fact, he probably would 
have put up less of a protest had a 
tulebreaker won the battle royal and 
the title rather than his “friend,” 
because his friend was the only 
wrestler in those three rings who had a 
chance to reach the pinnacle he, 
Rogers, and Flair had already reached. 

The idea that Savage could join an 


Buddy Rogers never won another world title after Bruno Sammartino ended his WWF reign in 
May 1963. Chris Bernucca says Rogers will probably always be the greatest wrestler ever to win 
world titles in both the NWA/WCW and the WWF. 


exclusive club simply by surviving a 
free-for-all is ludicrous. In fact, it’s 
almost as ludicrous as achieving the 
championship double by winning a title 
match in your federation debut—which 
Hogan did to enter the club in 1994, 

After a series of appearances and 
interviews, Hogan finagled a title 
match against Flair in his WCW debut 
in July of 1994, Hogan won the 
match, and to his credit, he proved it 
was no fluke by defeating Flair in a 
series of rematches. 

However, Hogan’s WCW World 
title reign was tarnished from there on, 
as he ducked challenges from Big Van 
Vader as long as he could, manipulat- 
ed federation management, and wres- 
tled as infrequently as possible. 

This was a far cry from the fighting 
champion Hogan had been in the 
WWE in the mid- to late-1980s and 
early-1990s. It seems the longer 
Hogan remains in wrestling, the longer 
he dims his own aura as the one man 
who truly transcended the sport. 

While Savage’s title double some- 
what subtracted from Hogan’s double, 
the fact that both men jumped from the 
WWE to WCW to win their second 
titles speaks volumes about Flair, who 
accomplished his double in reverse 
order. The WCW title victories by 
Hogan and Savage seem to imply that 
the level of competition is much 
tougher in the WWF. If that is the 
case—and it would be hard to argue 
that it is not—then Flair’s double 
should be held in much higher regard. 

After dominating the NWA— 
which became WCW—with seven 
World championships, Flair entered 
the WWF in 1991 with a swagger and 
the skill to back it up. He went right 
after the title and interfered in one of 
Hogan’s championship matches, forc- 
ing the belt to be held up and put up 
for grabs at the 1992 Royal Rumble. 

Flair outlasted 29 others, remaining 
in the ring for more than an hour. It 
was a much more stout effort than the 
one required of Savage, who lasted 
just 29:19 in the World War III battle 
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Randy Savage and Ric Flair are two of the other three men to have won world titles in 


both the NWA/WCW and the WWF. Flair could be compared somewhat favorably to 


Rogers, argues Bernucca, but not Savage. 


royal, but again, it was a title captured 
in a battle royal. And when Savage 
won the WWF title five months later, 
there were doubters of Flair as well. 
But Flair silenced the doubters in 
the only fashion possible—he re- 
gained the belt in a pinfall victory 
over Savage, proving that his initial 
title win was no fluke and that the 
“Nature Boy” did, in fact, deserve to 
be included in the great company of 
Rogers, the original “Nature Boy.” 
Rogers didn’t have the multiple titles 
or the extended period of dominance 
that Savage, Hogan, and Flair possess. 
He won the belt in each federation just 
once—but the titles came consecutively 
in a two-year period in the early-1960s 
that was the height of his career. 
Rogers won the NWA World title 
from Pat O’Connor in 1961 and held 
the belt for 19 months before losing it 
to Lou Thesz, who is merely one of the 
greatest wrestlers of all-time. Con- 
troversy ensued when several 
Northeast promoters refused to recog- 


nize Thesz’ title victory. Those pro- 
moters, headed by Vince McMahon 
Sr., held a tournament to name their 
own champion in April 1963 and 
Rogers defeated Antonino Rocca in a 
tournament file to win the first 
WWWF belt. He lost it a month later to 
Bruno Sammartino, who is merely one 
of the greatest wrestlers of all-time. 
Rogers won belts in both federa- 
tions without the benefit of a battle 
royal, a lesser opponent, or a favor- 
able schedule. Thirty-two years later, 
the standard he established is still the 
one by which all wrestlers must meas- 
ure themselves. And all of them— 
including Flair, Hogan, and Savage— 
still come up short. Given the freedom 
of movement afforded wrestlers in the 
modern era, someone eventually will 
become the fifth wrestler to win world 
titles in both federations, and someone 
will be sixth and seventh. But only 
Rogers will be the first. And consider- 
ing what he was up against, he will 
always be the best. O 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Ellner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 
magazine.) 


OR ALL ITS idiosyncrasies, 
F: pro wrestling reflects a trend 
disturbing the whole universe 
of pro sports. Just as free agents have 
destroyed fan loyalty in team sports, 
the increase in the number of ring 
mercenaries out there has ruined fed- 
eration identification. It used to be 
you could name a wrestler and know 
exactly where he wrestled and what 
his style was. Another casualty is in 
the tag team realm, where, because of 
movement and contract disputes, you 
are unlikely to see teams sticking 
together for more than a few months. 
Too bad, because with the teaming 
of The Kid and “Psycho” Sid Vicious, 
the WWF has one of the most com- 
pelling unions of the last 25 years. By 
his lonesome, Sid never became the 
force we all hoped he would. By con- 
trast, for all his tricks and skills, The 
Kid cannot compete at his weight at 
this level and expect to win consis- 
tently. Together, they are a perfect 
blend of size, strength, smarts, and 
stamina—a championship-caliber 
team that, unfortunately, in this mod- 
ern era of nomadic wrestling, proba- 
bly won’t stick together long enough 
to explore its true potential. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Ellner’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Dear Eddie, 

If you could choose one wrestler to 
receive a lifetime ban from the sport of 
professional wrestling, who would you 
nominate? 

CAROLINE WATTS 
Warwickshire, UK 
Dear Caroline, 

I don’t think anyone deserves to 
be banished, unless he demonstrates 
bubbling affection toward Vince 
McMahon. Sure, we can do without 
such lackeys as Dustin Rhodes or 
Robert Gibson, but we also need a 
certain subhuman talent level to flog 
and amuse ourselves with. 


De. _ Eddie, 

What was your reaction when you 
heard about the folding of Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling in November? I 
think it was a tragedy. SMW had some 
of the best and most exciting wrestling 
I’ve seen in a long time. 

HARRY WILKINS 
Paducah, KY 
Dear Harry, 

I, too, was saddened to hear of the 
demise of Smoky Mountain Wrest- 
ling. For all the success Jim Cornette 
has had as a manager in the WWF in 
the last two years, it seemed to me 
that he was most at home in Smoky 
Mountain. It was there that he could 
use his tennis racket to his heart’s 
delight, without fear of reprisal from 
the higher-ups at Titan Tower. But 


fear not for those who were 
employed by Smoky Mountain. As I 
stated so eloquently above, most 
wrestlers today are mere mercenar- 
ies. They will go where the biggest 
paycheck is almost every time. The 
Robert Gibsons, Ricky Mortons, 
Tommy Riches, and Buddy Landells 
of the world will continue to wrestle 
elsewhere for many, many years to 
come, whether we want them to 
or not. 


Dear Eddie, 
If you formed a stable as a manager, 
who would you include in it and why? 
YURIY KLEYNER 
Gaithersburg, MD 
Dear Yuriy, 

It’s like ordering at a Chinese 
restaurant. You need one from each 
column. A savvy veteran like Stan 
Hansen. An enthusiastic youngster 
like The Kid. A wrestler with unsur- 

(Continued on page 56) 


The Kid, a man Eddie Ellner would wel- 
come in his stable of wrestlers, executes 
a perfect spinning savate kick against 
Barry Horowoitz. 
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PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI subscription! 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
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your life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions cor- 
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THIS DIGEST-SIZED CHUNK OF HISTORY HAS IT ALL! 
WE’RE TALKING 196 PAGES OF REFERENCE MATERIAL 


EVERY WRESTLING FAN’S GOTTA HAVE! 

e A year-by-year hist. - of wrestling! 

e Candid profiles of 5\. cop stars! 

e Comprehensive title histories of the sport’s top 
championships—active and inactive! 

Statistics for hundreds of wrestlers worldwide! 
Results of every pay-per-view card ever! 

A comprehensive directory of promotional organizations! 
Analysis of the 10 biggest news stories of 1995! 
A look ahead to 1996! 

And much, much, much more! 


IVS THE ULTIMATE WRESTLING PUBLICATION! 
THE DATE: JANUARY 16, 1996 
THE PLACE: NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 
THE BOTTOM LINE: PREPARE TO GET BLOWN AWAY! 
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You would, too, if you were one 
of the most powerful 
wrestlers to hit the WWF in a 
long time, were undefeated 
in the federation, were 
champion of the USWA, 
and you still 
weren't getting 
any respect 


By Bryan Ethier 


REAKFAST: TWO grape- 
Bis half a cantaloupe, a 
bowl of bran flakes, two 
pieces of dry wheat toast ... and 

a bad dream. 

Ahmed Johnson bites into 
the overripe fruit, spewing a 
fountain of acidic juice 

across the kitchen of his 

Memphis hotel suite. 

“I'd like to shoot juice in 

Jerry ‘The King’ Lawler’s 
eye,” Johnson mutters. He 
spits a seed across the 
room. It flicks off a painting hanging on a 
Ahmed Johnson is proud of the fact that atk wall. “In your eye, all you doubters,” 
he is the USWA heavyweight champion. Johnson cries. 


Proud, but not satisfied. He thinks he’s 2 17 
entitled to a shot at the WWF title. So far, Does Johnson seem upset? It’s 


no one is listening. 
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Johnson overwhelmed Lawler 
for the USWA belt November 6 
(above), then did the same to 
challenger Tracey Smothers a 


few weeks later (right). You 
would think the WWF would be 
. happy to give such a popular 
powerhouse title bouts. 
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barely 8 a.m. ona glori- 
ous Monday morning. 
What mood will he be 
in when he steps into 
the squared circle later 
this evening? Ornery, as rankled 
as a cornered stray cat with a foul- 
smelling mouse dangling before its 
nose. 

But who can blame Johnson for 
being a trifle piqued? Every morn- 
ing he dines on carbohydrates, pro- 
teins, and a bowl of humility with 
hollandaise sauce. Worse, he has 
only the memory of what is now a 
bad dream to serve as a dining 
companion. 

The bad dream? Well, actually, 
it's Johnson’s own mental replay of 
one of the greatest nights of his 
career: November 6, 1995. That 
was the night he beat Lawler to 


capture the USWA heavyweight 
championship. More impressive 
was the sight of Johnson body- 
slamming Lawler 10 straight times 
before polishing off the king of nar- 
cissism with a lung-deflating power- 
slam and pin. 

A nightmare for Johnson? But he 
won, you say! True. Unfortunately, 
it was a victory that has gone totally 
unnoticed by the WWF and its fans. 
In fact, since that night in Memphis, 
not one WWF official, promoter, or 
spokesman has publicly acknowl- 
edged Johnson as the USWA 
heavyweight champ. 

“| think | have a legitimate gripe,” 


Johnson acknowledged during a 
recent trip to Memphis, his eyes 
burning with bitterness and 
resentment. “I’m a champion, and 
| should receive the same level of 
respect as a Bret Hart or a Razor 
Ramon. Just because I’m a new 
guy on the block, they consider 
me just an up-and-comer. A 
champion is a champion, regard- 
less of whether it’s in the WWF or 
the USWA.” 

Johnson may acknowledge that 
fact, but others haven't. Certainly 
not Lawler, who was humiliated by 
Johnson on that memorable 
autumn evening, but has an excuse 
ready. 

“Ahmed Johnson is just -a 
chump, not a champ,” Lawler 
argued. “I had an off-night. Less 
than 24 hours earlier, | found out 
my favorite NFL team, the 
Cleveland Browns, was moving to 
Baltimore. | was heartsick. | 
couldn't sleep the night before. | 
was tired, and my reflexes weren't 
as sharp as usual. Give me a fair 
shot at Ahmed and you'll see how 
long the chump stays on his feet!” 

According to reliable sources 
inside the WWF, Johnson has 
approached WWF President Gorilla 
Monsoon on several occasions, 
demanding a title shot against 
WWF titleholder Bret Hart. 

“| have the greatest and utmost 
respect for Bret,” said Johnson. “No 
wrestler can match his scientific 
skill in the ring, but he will not be 
able to escape my power. When | 
lock on a bearhug, | am like a 
python; he is my quarry.” 

There may be some truth in 
Johnson’s assertion. At 6’4”, 255 
pounds, the Pearl River, 
Mississippi, native has the chiseled 
physique of a world-class body- 
builder. Although he has limited 
technical skills, Johnson can out- 
muscle virtually any wrestler in the 
world. Twice this year he has 
bodyslammed 589-pound Yoko- 


zuna, a feat previously accom- 
plished only by Lex Luger. That 
alone sent shock waves through 
the WWF. 


Before Ahmed did it twice this year, 
only Lex Luger had been able to body- 
slam Yokozuna. After Luger did it, he 
got a World title shot. Johnson is angry 
that he keeps getting fed mid-level 
wrestlers as opponents. 


(Continued on page 60) 


If he can’t get a match with Bret 
Hart, he’d settle for an Inter- 
continental title match against 
the “Bad Guy.” Johnson handled 
himself well against Razor 
Ramon during the wildcard 
match at Survivor Series. 
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Armstrong was not only SMW commissioner, he was also a wrestler. Who could forget Armstrong’s 
Army—Rick Morton, Scott, Bob, and Steve Armstrong, and Robert Gibson—uniting to battle Jim 
Cornette and his gang in 1993? 


OB ARVISTRONG 


T’S THE DAY after for “Bullet” Bob Armstrong. He’s now the former commis- 

sioner of Snoky Mountain Wrestling, but this time, his job status has nothing 

to do with Jim Cornette. Unfortunately, there’s no longer anything for 
Armstrong to be commissioner of. Smoky Mountain Wrestling is yesterday's 
news: The federation folded during the last week in November. 

Rumors of the impending demise of the Morristown, Tennessee-based federa- 
tion started circulating right after Thanksgiving, when several SMW wrestlers told 
PWI correspondent Bill Needham—who doubles as a promoter—that they were 
looking for work. The last SMW card took place on November 25 in Johnson 
City, Tennessee, as the rumors became fact on November 28. 

The news was greeted with sadness. In its nearly four years of existence, 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling had emerged as one of the most interesting and 
exciting independents in the world. Memorable moments included Cornette’s 
battles with Armstrong over the SMW commissionership, the breakup of Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Express teammates Rick Morton and Robert Gibson, the emergence of 
Tammy Fytch as a manager to be reckoned with, “Dirty White Boy” Tony 
Anthony’s conversion to Northernism, and the war within the state in ‘95, as 
SMW battled with the Memphis-based USWA. 

That war is now over, though some of the wrestlers involved are still feuding. 

Shortly after SMW’s demise, Armstrong sat down to speak with Senior Editor 
Bill Apter, Managing Editor Dave Lenker, and Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum. It 
was an emotional interview. 
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DAVE LENKER: Thank you for 
joining us, Bob, under what have to 
be very difficult and trying circum- 
stances. Can you express the emo- 
tions you're feeling at this time? 

BOB ARMSTRONG: Actually, | 
don’t think it’s all sunk in yet. It’s 
always sad when something like 
this happens in any sport, but what 
you try to do is learn from a situa- 
tion and make it benefit you in the 
future. That way, nobody comes 
out a loser. Of course, it’s hard to 
feel that way right now. A lot of 


people put their hearts into Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling because we be- 
lieved in what we were doing, so 
that makes it doubly hard to swallow. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: What hap- 
pened? Why did Smoky Mountain 
fold? 

ARMSTRONG: It’s very simple. 
Everything in this business, any 
business for that matter, comes 
down to finances. Times are very 
tough everywhere these days, and 
it’s just getting more and more dif- 
ficult for any business to survive. 
Just putting together a weekly TV 
show costs a bundle of money, and 
then promoting three or four shows 
a week ... well, that was expensive, 
too. WCW and the WWF have 


"the independents were a place for 
_ young wrestlers to grow and veter- 
_ ans to return. They served their 
Purpose, both to the fans and the 


’ _ changed. Cable took over, and then 
per-view. It used to be that if you 


_ could either see it one or two 
“days a week on TV or go to the 


that’s changed. Today’s fan 
gets two shows on Monday 


~ ean swallow on the weekends, and 


Every issue, 
reporters trom 
PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
Incisive press 
conference witiia 
top wrestling Star. 
The questions will 
be demanding. 
And the answers 
will reveal|the 
innermost 
thoughts)of the 
giants of the sport. 


grown way out of control. I’m not 
saying what they’ve done or what 
they’re doing is bad, but they’ve 
become bigger than anyone ever 
thought. In the old days, the WWF 
stuck to its corner of the country, 
the NWA basically stuck to select- 
ed cities, the AWA had the 
Midwest, and the independents 
filled in the holes. Everyone had 
their nice piece of the pie. 

ROSENBAUM: But nobody was 
getting too rich. 
ARMSTRONG: Not exactly. A 
tpofypeople were doing very well, 

what was important was that 


wrestlers. But you have to under- 
stand that times have changed. 
Wrestling originally became popu- 
lar because of TV, but then TV 


there was the technology for pay- 


wanted to watch wrestling, you 
local card once a month, but 


night, more wrestling than they 


about two pay-per-views a 
month, all from the WWF and 
WCW. That’s a lot of 
wrestling, so people now 
have less of a need to go 
to the independent 
shows, and there’s 
less room on TV for 
the SMWs, the 
USWAs, the ECWs. 

BILL APTER: 
But ECW seems to 
be doing quite 
nicely. { 
ARMSTRONG: Well, that’s a 
whole different scenario. ECW 
made a choice, that it would 
provide an alternative type of 
wrestling, more violent, and 

(Continued on page 58) 
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VEN IN HIS wildest dreams, 

Kevin Sullivan had no idea 

that his plan would work so 
perfectly ... or achieve so much 
more than the desired effect. Of 
course, Sullivan would have been | 
ecstatic had The Giant won the me. 
WCW World title outright at World as 
War Ill, but in many ways, this was | A 


even better. oe 
Vail 
He could barely control his laugh- ey 
| e 
i EA; yt. RANGY, Fe rain : . 
¥, ey, werenrare 
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ez Whatley wanted the night 
Pp: last forever, so he was 

perfectly happy when he 
was announced as the first man 
into the ring for the three-ring, 60- 
man battle royal at World War III. 

“How many chances does a 

man get at the WCW World title?” 
the 20-year veteran said. 
“This was my chance. SRLD 
longshot, but | had a shot ja 
at the belt. | could almost 
smell it.” 

Fate didn’t help What- 
ley on this night. He was 
one of the first men elimi- 
nated, but he was there. 
He was in the big game, 
as were 59 other wres- 
tlers—big and small, 
superstars, lesserlights, 
and everyone in bet- 
ween—on November 26, 
1995, in Norfolk. Never 
before had the WCW 
World title been put up for 
grabs in a battle royal, 
and never had so many 
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Sure, | knew it was a Ac , 


ter and glee as he watched the 
replay on one of the closed-circuit 
monitors that were placed in locker 
rooms of the Scope in Norfolk, 
Virginia. The replays clearly 
showed The Giant_pulling Hulk 
Hogan underneath the bottom 
ropesrather than Hogan getting 
eliminated from. the battle royal by 
going,over the top rope. 

Sullivan finally let out a little 
laugh as.he watched Hogan and 
Savage arguing over the WCW 
World title belt, which Savage had 
seemingly won. 

*"“You’re a friend of mine!” 
Savage saide“l value your opiniont 


wrestlers had an equal shot at the 
belt. 

“You spend your whole life try- 
ing to get into position for just one 
shot at the belt,” said Eddy 
Guerrero, who lasted more than 
27 minutes. “Then you get this 
one shot, and you have to grab it. 
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| didn’t see nothing, | swear, but | 
live by ‘What it is is what it is.’ Can 
you handle that? Yes or no?” 

Sullivan interjected. 

“No! Of course not,” he yelled at 
the screen. “He can’t handie losing! 
He can’t handlesnothing, and he 
especially can’t handle you winning 
at his expense!” 

Now Sullivan was absolutely 
cackling: 

“Look at this! Hogan’s begging 
the crowd to help him!” Sullivan 
said. “Can you believe his arro- 
gance? Likeshe’s never benefited 
froma bad decision.” 

Sullivan’s happiness turned.to 


| looked around after about 25 
minutes and saw that me, Hogan, 
Flair, Anderson, Luger, Sting, 
Savage, One Man Gang, and The 
Giant were the only ones left. It 
sent a chill down my spine. 
Maybe | shouldn’t have looked 
around.” 
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brief disappointment when Hogan 
and Savage settled their differ- 
ences, at least for the moment, and 
shook hands. 

“Don’t believe what you just 
Saw,” Sullivan warned. “Hogan’s 
mad because he didn’t get his way; 
Savage is mad at Hogan for not 
taking the losslike a man, and 
folks, .we"have a ballgame!” 

One night later at WOW Monday 
Nitro, Hogan-and Savage had 
anotherm’ confrontation, which 


ended, incredibly, with the telltale 
portion of the videotape having 
been mysteriously erased..As 


easy to tell what was going through 
the “Hulkster’s” mind: You did this 
to save your own butt! Hogan didn’t 
say it, but he obviously thought it. 
“It's become a matter of trust,” 
Sullivan suggested. “Let’s follow 
the trail of breadcrumbs. First, 
Luger comes to WCW and chal- 
lenges Hogan. Then my Dungeon 
of Doom intervenes, for lack of a 
better word, and we have ourselves 
a little four-way triangle: Hogan, 
Savage, Luger,.and Sting. All of a 
sudden, there are seeds of distrust, 
because We beat the crap out of 
Hogan and didn’t lay a hand on 


“Don’t think that was planned? 
Think again. 

“Then we have Sting convincing 
Hogan that he should trust Luger, 
but Savage doesn’t trust Luger, 
and you know what? He’s right. So 
we have Hogan vs. Giant at 
Halloween Havoc, and Luger and 
Jimmy Hart join me and turn 
against Hogan. Now Hogan’s think- 
ing, Maybe | should have listened 
to Savage. And then the situation 
totally collapses for Hogan when he 
loses the belt and Nick Bockwinkel 
puts it up for grabs at World War Ill. 

“But beforeswe even have the 


Hogan glared at Savage) it was 


Luger. battle. «royal, Luger 


The match started with 20 men 
in each of three rings. With 15:48 
gone, all of the action shifted to 
one ring. The outsiders—those 
with a million-to-one shot of win- 
ning the belt under normal cir- 
cumstances—started getting 
eliminated: Dallas Page and 
Johnny Badd at 21:51, followed 
by Sgt. Craig Pittman, Chris 
Benoit, Kurasawa, Meng, and 
The Zodiac. Guerrero was gone 
at 27:05. Arn Anderson followed 
Flair out of the ring at 28:22. 

With 29:19 gone, Hogan saw 
an opportunity as Luger and 
Sting tried to dump The Giant 
over the top. Hogan knocked all 
three men over as Savage elimi- 
nated One Man Gang. But then 
The Giant pulled Hogan under- 
neath the bottom rope and refer- 
ee Randy Anderson, unaware of 


what happened, declared 
Savage the new WCW World 
champion. 


—Dave Lenker 
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wrestles 


Savage, and it’s Sting who con- 
vinces Luger to break that armlock 
at the end. And [on November 6] at 
Nitro, Sting is ready to rip Rie 
Flair’s legs off with his Scorpion 
deathlock until Luger whispers into 
his ear and gets him to break the 
hold. So whose side is Sting on? 
Why is Luger listening to,Sting? 
Who’s Hogan’s friend? Then it’s 
every man for himself in World War 
lll, and Hogan, who’s never thought 
of anybody but himself, not only 
eliminates my Giant, but he elimi- 
nates Luger and Sting, too, so now 
the seeds of discontent have grown 
into giant sequoias. 

“And then, in the psychological 
coup de grace, Savage wins the 
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belt because he makes believe he 
didn’t see Hogan getting pulled 
under the bottom.rope. He didn’t 
see it? Of course he saw it! Who's 
he trying.to' tool?!” 

The result is that the Hogan- 
Sting-Savage alliance, which had 
the potential to be all-powerfulin 
WCW for years to come, is now 
fractured, or atleast heavily splin- 
tered. Instead of fighting one large 
invineible enemy, the Dungeon of 
Doom and The Four Horsemen are 
now battling three dissension# 
wracked separate entities. Not to 
mention Luger, who’s clearly out on 
his own. 

A weakness has been created, 
and Sullivans fully equipped to 


take advantage of such a weak- 
ness. 

“There’s one.«thing Hogan 
doesn’t seempto realize,” Sullivan 
said. “Hermight have a gripe about 
the’ World title, but even ifehe’s 
fight, that just makes it.@ tie. He 
keeps talking about Ais World title, 
as if he owns it,but the most he 
has a right tovis a shot at Savage 
with the«belt up for grabs. Thatis 
the most. lf | was Savage, .l’d be 
downright furious!” 

All indications are,that Savage is 
furious at Hoganefor spoiling his big 
moment andreven angrier at Hogan 
for carrying on the controversy 
Hogan, on the other hand, has pri- 
vately reminded the “Macho Man” 


RIC FLAIR: “ACTUALLY, IT’S MINE!” 


Sullivan’s ultimate plan called 
for the WCW World title belt to 
fall into the hands of Ric Flair, but 
that’s exactly what happened 
| when Flair beat Randy Savage on 


|: is highly doubtful that Kevin 


| December 27 at Starrcade ’95 in 


| Nashville. 
| To earn the title match, Flair, 
45, had to first outlast both Sting 
and Lex Luger in a 27-minute, 
20-second triangle match. He 
| wisely conserved his energy 
| while Luger and Sting wore each 
other out for the last nine min- 
utes of the match. He saw his 
| opportunity when referee Nick 
Patrick was inadvertently 
| knocked out while Luger was lift- 
| ing Sting into his “torture rack.” 
Flair shoved both Luger and 
| Sting out of the ring, and when 
Patrick came to, he counted them 
out and awarded Flair the bout. 
“The better man isn’t always the 
youngest man, the strongest man, 
or the fastest man,” Flair boasted 
afterward. “Ninety-nine times out 
of 100, the smartest man is going 
to win. And | just happen to be 
smarter than 99 out of 100 men!” 
Flair was smart enough to know 
that if he expended too much 
energy in the triangle match, he 


wouldn’t have much left for the 
championship match, which was 
to start immediately afterward. 

As it turned out, Flair was fresh 
and perhaps even at an advan- 
tage against Savage. “Il was 
warmed up and ready to go,” Flair 
said. “When Savage came to the 
ring, he hadn’t even broken a 
sweat, which tells me that rather 
than getting himself physically 
prepared for battle, he was watch- 
ing the triangle match.” 

Flair was joined in the ring after 


the triangle match by, oddly 
enough, Jimmy Hart. The “Nature 
Boy” probably didn’t have much 
use for the manager’s strategy 
tips, but he tried to make use of 
his megaphone, though Savage 
got his hands on it shortly after 
Hart tossed it into the ring. He 
proceeded to open a large gash 
on Flair's head by smashing him 
with the megaphone. Seconds 
later, Savage nailed Flair with a 
top-rope elbowsmash, but Patrick 
was distracted by Hart and 
couldn’t make a three-count. 
That’s when Flair’s fellow 
Horsemen, Chris Benoit, Brian 
Pillman, and Arn Anderson, hit 
the ring. After Anderson hit 
Savage, it was all over for the 
“Macho Man.” 

With blood streaming down his 
face, Flair scored the pin at 8:41, 
making him an 11-time world 
champion (nine NWA/WCW, two 
WWF). 

“Didn’t you guys say something 
in your magazine about me retiring 
before | embarrassed myself?” Flair 
said, singling out our reporter at 
the postmatch press conference. 
“lll be looking for an apology.” 

Done. 

—Bill Apter 
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ic Flair got far away from the 

TV cameras before venting 

his anger at Arn Anderson, 
who eliminated him from the battle 
royal. According to insiders, 
Anderson told Flair, “You knew the 
rules. It was every man for himself. 
What were we supposed to do, 
share the belt?” ... Scott Armstrong 
was removed on a stretcher after 
being fitted with a neck brace. 
Medical officials were unaware of 
how the injury occurred, but said 
Armstrong didn’t suffer any long- 
term injuries ... Hogan tried to get 
WCW matchmakers to give him a 
title match against Savage the 
night after World War Ill at Nitro ... 
Flair and Anderson both expressed 
their displeasure with Chris Benoit, 
the first Horseman eliminated. 
They were hoping to have all three 
Horsemen remaining for a show- 
down with Hogan and Savage ... 
Sting said the atomic spinecrusher 
The Giant used on him was “the 
most painful kneedrop anyone has 
ever used on me, bar none!” ... 
Were The Giant's actions planned, 
or did he act on the spur of the 
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moment? “The only thing | knew 
was that this wasn’t going to be 
Hogan’s night,” he said afterward 
... Sting said he didn’t believe 
Hogan eliminated him on purpose. 
Luger said, “Hogan showed his 
true self. Look at him—eliminating 
a friend.” Responded Hogan: “1 
saw that as an opportunity to get 
rid of three people at once. Do | 
feel bad about eliminating Sting? 


No way! He had to be eliminated at 
some point!” ... WCW Commis- 
sioner Nick Bockwinkel said he 
was pleased with the battle royal. 
“A lot of people said to me things 
like, ‘Bockwinkel, you’re crazy. 
Some nobody’s going to come 
away with the belt.’ But | knew bet- 
ter. In wrestling, the cream always 
rises to the top.” 

—Compiled by the editors 


of the WrestleMania |1V WWF 
World title tournament when he 
helped Savage beat Ted DiBiase in 
the final And Savage has privately 
complained to friends, “He keeps 
reminding me of that, like I’m going 
to owe him for the rest.of*his life. 
Can't he just.drop it? I’ve done 
enough:favors for him.” 

Meanwhile, there’s the Hogan- 
Sting situation, which is threatening 
to become explosive. Their friend- 
ship could fall apart at any 
moment. 

“At the very least, it’s obvious 
that none of these three people 
trust each other,” Sullivan said, not 
at all discouraged by the prospect. 
“Andewhen there’s lack of trust, 
everything starts falling apart very 
quickly. All part of my plan. Let 
WCW burn!” 

Savage, Hogan, and Sting need 
counseling. You won't find Sullivan 
Volunteering for thesjob. The 
Dungeon of Doom is at war with 
the WCW’s fan favorites, but it 
doesn’t have to fire any shots. 
These three pillars of power are 
self-destructing. 


he February 1996 issue of 

PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
hit the stands just days 

after World War III. Hulk Hogan 
wasn’t happy about what he read. 

“You were had!” Hogan said to 
me. “Why didn’t you come to me 
for a comment?” 

It was a serious journalistic 
error. Why didn’t | ask Hogan? 
Because | trusted Jimmy Hart, 
who was still Hogan’s manager at 
press time for that issue. Big mis- 
take. 

The story, “Hulk Hogan’s X- 
Files Unsealed!” was about a 
bunch of computer disks given to 
me by the “Mouth Of The South.” 
The disks contained, or purport- 
ed to contain, Hogan’s deepest, 
Photo by Steve Bryant 
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darkest secrets. In those files, 
Hogan described Sting as “a 
waste of talent” and added, “It’s 
not like he’s a real friend or any- 
thing.” He called most of his for- 
mer friends “backstabbers” and 
warned himself to watch out for 
Jimmy Hart. 

Good advice. One month 
before the story hit the stands, 
Hart turned against Hogan. 

| confronted Hart. 

“You’re blaming me? You’re 
the journalist. Check your facts, 
Rosenbaum!” Hart screeched. 
“You fell for my plan!” 

He was right. He put one over 
on the old journalist. It won’t hap- 
pen again. 

—Dave Rosenbaum 
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HEN BRET HART defeated 

Diesel at Survivor Series to 

capture his third WWF 
World championship, many of his fans 
said there was no longer any question 
about who the best wrestler in the WWF 
was. It’s “The Hitman,” they said. There 
are other fans who say Hart didn’t prove 
that at all. Many are ardent Shawn 
Michaels’ fans; they say they still have no 
doubts that their man, the three-time for- 
mer Intercontinental champ, is the best in 
the federation. 

For months, fans of both have been 
looking forward to settling the issue in the 
ring. They’ve wrestled each other before, 
but not with both men in their prime. 
Promoters were hoping to put it together 
early in 96. Then Michaels collapsed 
during a November 20 match. Suddenly, 
not only his career, but his life was in 
danger. Still, it is likely that these two 
greats will square off in a battle for 
supremacy up the line. Michaels is deter- 
mined to return, and Hart is determined to 
prove himself a great World champion. 

In a sort of preview, we’ve rated Hart 
and Michaels in 10 key categories. See if 
you agree with our analysis. 


Neither Hart nor Michaels is a power- 
house in the classic sense, but each knows 
how to use his strength to full advantage. 
Typically their opponents outweigh them, 
but Hart and Michaels are rarely over- 
powered. The long hours in the gym have 
aided them in their ring endeavors. Hart is 
stronger, but not by much. 

Edge: Hart 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


Even The Kid has a hard time keeping 
up with these two; Hart and Michaels are 
among the quickest men in the sport. To 
avoid those big men, they need to be fast. 
Michaels, however, more often uses his 
speed as a weapon and is quicker to string 
moves together. He dazzles foes with his 
ability to bound off the ropes and attack 
them with flying forearm smashes or 
superkicks before they can think about 
responding. 

Edge: Michaels 


AGILITY 


Both move around the ring well. They 
are well-schooled in the art of avoiding 
their foes’ best moves. Superior agility is 
one of the things that makes Hart and 
Michaels so great. For Michaels, it is 
more of an advantage. Against all sorts of 
foes, he has demonstrated he is truly a 
fine athlete. So is Hart. The advantage to 
Michaels is not a significant one. 

Edge: Michaels 


SCIENTIAC SKILLS 


Hart and Michaels are masters of the 
game. They have trained with people who 
know the sport better than anyone. Both 
often end up brawling, but they have the 
wherewithal to contest a purely technical 
contest. Michaels, however, never pre- 
pared himself in “The Dungeon,” the 
basement in the home of Bret’s father, 
Stu. It was there Bret was forged into one 
of the finest mat technicians ever. He 
knows more leglocks and armlocks than 
Shawn, and we’ll take his “sharpshooter” 


over Shawn’s superkick as a finisher. 
“The Excellence Of Execution” is for 
Hart the perfect motto. 

Edge: Hart 


AERIAL ABILITY 


Michaels prides himself on his ability 
to soar. He enjoys executing flying body- 
presses and flying elbowsmashes and gets 
a thrill out of leaping off the top turnbuck- 
le onto an opponent. In fact, it seems as 
though he would be more comfortable 
wrestling that style more often. Hart, too, 
has a solid aerial game, though it’s not a 
great part of his repertoire, and he is not 
particularly quick in coming off the top 
rope. 

Edge: Michaels 


ABILITY TO ABSORB 
PUNISHMENT 


No one questions the toughness of 
these men. They have been bruised and 
battered, but they never retreat. As 
Michaels recently demonstrated, he is too 
willing to stand in there and take the 
abuse. Part of Hart’s immense training 


The “sharpshooter” (above) was the differ- 
ence in some of the Hart-Michaels matches 
in '92, but Shawn had Bret on the ropes a 
few times (right). He’d need to use his 
edges in speed and aerial ability to beat 
“The Hitman” today. 


was learming how to prepare his body to 
absorb hits. He even seems to gain 
strength from the ordeal. 

Edge: Hart 


STAMINA 


Tell most wrestlers there’s a good 
chance they’ll be in the ring for 30 min- 
utes and they might ask for a forfeit. Hart 
and Michaels are different. Both have the 
conditioning to last 60 minutes, and 
theyll do it without running out of ener- 
gy. Hart, though, is better at pacing him- 
self, so he usually is fresher in the late 
going. Michaels’ faster pace would slow 
him just a bit near the end. 

Edge: Hart 


INTELLIGENCE 


Aside from being stellar wrestlers, 
Hart and Michaels are dedicated students 
of the sport. They spend a lot of time 
working on their own weaknesses and 
scouting potential foes, and they know 
how to use that gained knowledge in the 
ring. Though Michaels rarely is outsmart- 
ed, Hart is better at thinking his way 
through the match, attempting to stay a 


step or two ahead of his opponent. 
Michaels sometimes shows off too much. 
Edge: Hart 


RESOURCEFULNESS 


During so many contests, both Hart 
and Michaels look like losers, then sud- 
denly rally to earn a victory. It isn’t diffi- 
cult for them to come up with that one 
critical maneuver that turns the match in 
their favor. Michaels’ craftiness was 


apparent during his tremendous 
struggles for the Intercontinental 
title. 

Edge: Michaels 


WILL TO WIN 


Both men hunger to be cham- 
pions and stay champions. In the 
process, Michaels put his life in 
jeopardy. The difference here is 
that Hart has tasted WWF World 
championship glory; Michaels 
has not. “The Hitman” has 


Shawn held his own against 7’ 
Diesel at WrestleMania XI this 
year (top right), but we think Bret, 
who showed surprising strength 
in recent bouts with The 
Undertaker (right), would have the 
edge in a brawl. 


pushed himself to that next level against 
incredible obstacles. No one doubts he 
wants the ultimate prize; Hart has just 
wanted it that much more. 

Edge: Hart 

KKK 

Determining the outcome of this con- 
test is not a matter of simple arithmetic. 
We gave Hart six categories and 
Michaels four, but that doesn’t necessari- 
ly mean Hart would win the match. 
Instead, let our analysis be a guide to 
what will be a classic encounter, and what 
may be a legendary one! oO 


T 62" AND 212 pounds, The Kid hardly looks like the typical pro- 
fessional wrestler ... But he isn’t typical: The six-year veteran is a 
high-flying, high-risk aerial artist who has scored several shocking 
upsets simply because he’s willing to take chances ... Spent most of his 
early years competing for Minneapolis-based Pro Wrestling America ... As 
The Lightning Kid, he won the PWA light heavyweight title in both 1990 
and 1991 ... Has also held the PWA tag team title (with Jerry Lynn) and 
the PWA TV title ... Moved to Texas and won the Global Wrestling 
Federation junior heavyweight title twice in the second half of '91 ... 
Later accepted an offer to wrestle in Japan and battled such superstars as 
Jushin Liger, El Samurai, Ultimo Dragon, and The Great Muta ... Lost most 
of those matches, but gained valuable experience ... Arrived in the WWF 
in April 1993 and hardly made a splash ... Lost his debut match to Louie 


Spicolli ... Also lost to mid-carders such as Doink 
the Clown and Mr. Hughes ... One week after the 
loss to Mr. Hughes, The Kid scored one of the 
biggest WWF upsets ever by pinning Razor » - 
Ramon at the May 17 WWF Monday Night a 
Raw ... Kid seemed as shocked as everyone ' 
in the building ... From that point on, fans 

called him The 1-2-3 Kid ... Also pinned Terry 

Taylor and Ted DiBiase on several occasions ... 

Just as impressive were two victories over for- 

mer AWA World champion Rick Martel ... Jerry | 
Lawler started poking fun at him on segments of 
"King’s Court” ... Moved up as high as fourth in 
the WWF ratings in 1993 ... Was pinned by 
Irwin R. Schyster at SummerSlam '93 ... Lost | 
by countout to Marty Jannetty in a thrilling 
match on August 31, 1993, in Grand Rapids, 


a daring dive and hit a steel railing. Jannetty helped 

him back to the dressing room ... Went into a slump 

after suffering a series of embarrassing losses to Doink ... Also lost to 
Bastion Booger because of interference by Johnny Polo ... Polo pushed 
Kid off the top rope, leading to the pin ... Helped protect Ramon from an 
attack by Schyster, Diesel, Adam Bomb, and Martel after Ramon won his 
first Intercontinental title, on September 17, 1993 ... At the ‘93 Survivor 
Series, he teamed with Jannetty, Ramon, and Randy Savage to defeat IRS, 
Diesel, Martel, and Bomb ... Wrestled well, but made one mistake too 
many and lost a crucial Raw match against Shawn Michaels ... Michaels 
twice power-bombed Kid before Ramon come to his rescue ... Won his 
first major title on January 10, 1994, when he and Jannetty teamed to 
heat The Quebecers for the WWF World tag team title; Kid pinned Jacques 
following a flying bodypress from the top rope ... Lost the belts back to 
The Quebecers one week later ... Kid stunned Jeff Jarrett in the quarter- 
finals of the 1994 King of the Ring tournament, but was piledrived by 
“Double-J" three times afterward ... There was doubt as to whether Kid 
would be ready for the semifinals later that evening, but after a brief 
delay, he came out and lost a tough match to Owen Hart ... Owen went 


Michigan. Kid was injured when he misfired on mare 


on to win King of the Ring ... Had a thrilling match with WWF World 
champion Bret Hart on July 1, 1994. Kid kicked out of several pin 
attempts, shocked Bret with a spinning savate kick, but erred by trying a 
dropkick from the top rope. Bret moved out of the way, and Kid landed on 
his back. Bret won by submission to the “sharpshooter” ... In a battle of 
aerial artists on August 15, 1994, Kid won by disqualification over Owen 
Hart after Jim Neidhart interfered. Owen then locked Kid in a “sharp- 
shooter” for several minutes ... Teamed with Ramon, Fatu, Davey Boy 
Smith, and Sionne to beat Jarrett, Diesel, Neidhart, Owen Hart, and 
Michaels at the "94 Survivor Series. The Kid, however, was one of the first 
wrestlers eliminated ... Teamed with newcomer “Man 0’ War” Aldo 
Montoya in matches against The Heavenly Bodies and others ... Teamed 
with Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly to beat Bam Bam Bigelow and Tatanka in a 
tournament final for the vacant WWF World tag 
team title at the ‘95 Royal Rumble ... But 

glory didn’t last long. One night later in 
Palmetto, Florida, The Smokin’ Gunns beat 

The Kid and Holly for the belts ... 

tt Continued teaming with Holly; they scored 
numerous victories over The Heavenly 
Bodies ... Seconded Ramon for his 

\ WrestleMania XI I-C title match against 
) Jarrett and helped clear the ring of Jarrett 
and The Roadie after the match, which ended 
‘ } with “Double-J” being disqualified ... That 
started a new feud, with Ramon and The Kid 
| going after Jarrett and Roadie. But in a tag 
team match on April 24, The Kid reaggra- 
vated a neck injury he suffered earlier in 
_\ the month ... Was pinned by The Roadie 
in one of his earliest return matches ... 

Was pinned by Hakushi at SummerSlam ‘95 ... 
Trouble started brewing during a match between Ramon and Dean 
Douglas at the September 24 In Your House card ... Referee Tim White 
was hurt and out of position when Ramon had Douglas covered. Kid 
bounded into the ring and made a three-count for White; Ramon mistak- 
enly thought the ref was counting and broke the cover, then shoved Kid 
out of the ring. Razor was then rolled up by Douglas for the pin ... 
Ramon threw Kid into the ring again, and the two traded blows ... Kid 
and Ramon shook hands after their match the next night at Raw and 
agreed to end their feud ... It was wishful thinking ... Ramon and Kid 
teamed to wrestle WWF World tag champions The Smokin’ Gunns at In 
Your House IV ... They wrestled like rulebreakers and would have won 
had Ramon covered Billy Gunn after executing his “Razor's Edge” ... 
Ramon and Kid split after Kid refereed the Ramon vs. Sid Vicious match 
on October 23. He pulled Sid out of Ramon’s “Razor's Edge,” then made 
a fast three-count on Ramon, accepted some cash from Ted DiBiase, and 
left the ring ... Took on DiBiase as his manager and is now a full-blown 
rulebreaker who's no longer the fans’ favorite underdog ... Look for him 
to team with Sid regularly in the near future. 
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THE 1-2-3 KID 
WWE High-Flyer 
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Think 
and violence. Think WWF and you think 
family-oriented sports entertainment. 

One night, the two styles stared each other 
down. Public Enemy blinked first— 


and lost a crucial match! 


S THE TWO members of the tag team 
At Enemy entered the USAir Arena on 
e afternoon of November 19, 1995, they 
knew things would be different. The arena was 
larger than what they were used to. The interior of 
the building was cleaner. There were more seats— 
about 15,000 or so more! Soon those seats would 
be filled by fans with kids. And the long press 
tables by the ring had been freshly polished. 
“Now we can’t go and crash through them, can 
we, Johnny?” Rocco Rock said, admiring the shine. 
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“You got a point there, Rocco,” 
Johnny Grunge replied as he looked 
around the massive complex. “I guess 
we ain’t in Kansas no more.” 

“But we ain’t never been to Kansas, 
Johnny,” responded a confused Rock. 

Grunge’s paraphrased quote from The 
Wizard Of Oz referred to Public Enemy’s 
WWE debut against WWF World tag 
team champions The Smokin’ Gunns, in 
a match held before the telecast of the 
1995 Survivor Series began. This was 
their chance to shine under the bright 
lights of wrestling’s big top. 

Grunge and Rock knew full well that 
the WWF would likely frown upon their 
usual tactics. But the dream of most 
American wrestlers is to make it to 
either the WWF or WCW. Rock and 
Grunge have that same dream, so in an 
attempt to appeal to WWF promoters, 
they toned down their violent style that 
night in Landover. They were never told 
to do so, but they figured they could beat 
the Gunns regardless, take the belts, and in 
force the WWF to offer them a long- ‘ici. 


term contract. Above: The WWF Dib, ES: SE] 
The matchup itself was intriguing. [au ESB ome cer iis 
bodyslams with The Smokin’ 
Gunns. That game plan failed, ==eaeeneeet 
Below: This the PE fans love— 
a team that’s not afraid to get 
bloodied and smash foes like 


The Gangstas with frying pans! ~ s a 


Oe atte 
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Although the Gunns are now two-time 
WWE World tag team champs, they’ve 
have never amassed a ground swell of 
support from fans or much respect from 
the media. Many believe they are simply 
the best of a mediocre crop of tag teams 
right now. 

On the other hand, Public Enemy has 
developed an unusually large fan follow- 
ing for a team that competes in the inde- 
pendents. Rock and Grunge have helped 
to put the “Extreme” in Extreme 
Championship Wrestling. To those who 
follow ECW regularly, they are heroes. 
A move to either WCW or the WWF 
was a question of when, not if. 

Ever since they entered ECW, Public 
Enemy has been spilling blood, bruising 
bodies, and breaking bones—both their 
opponents’ and their own. They have 
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Above: On a typical night in ECW, 
Rocco Rock throws opponents like The 
Pit Bulls into walls and bounces them 
off tables. Right: At Survivor Series, he 
was doing his best just to counter Billy 
Gunn’s hiptosses. 


been successful in their brutality because 
ECW has created an environment that 
both encourages and rewards it. 
Naturally, promoters in the WWF took 
notice. An invitation to the Survivor 
Series was offered. 

“They wanted us to prove ourselves 
by wrestling their tag champs,” recalled 
Grunge. “They saw our dominance in 
ECW and thought maybe we could do 
the same in the WWF.” 

But Public Enemy knew what they 
were up against. Rock and Grunge were 
not oblivious to the fact that the WWF 
prefers to promote the kind of wrestling 
families can enjoy. No barbed-wire, no 


table-smashing matches, no flaming 
branding irons. 

“We thought that since this was a 
one-time shot,” said Rock, “that maybe 
we'd tone things down a little and show 
them we could do things their way. But 
it didn’t quite work out.” 

“Didn’t work out”? That’s an under- 
statement. A lot of fans cheered when 
Grunge and Rock entered the ring. 
Finally, the WWF had brought in hard- 
core wrestlers. But those cheers faded 
fast when fans realized the Public 
Enemy they were seeing that night 
wasn’t the real Public Enemy. 

Rock and Grunge came out losers in 
this all-important battle. They kept the 
match as competitive as they could, but 
in the end, the new style just didn’t work 
for them. They would later admit that 
they were tempted to resort to the tactics 
they use in ECW, but it was obvious to 
everyone who saw the match that Rock 
and Grunge simply held back. 

Many critics have rallied against the 
ultraviolent tactics of wrestlers like Rock 
and Grunge and have applauded PE for 


A APRIL/1996 041 


Not a bad vertical suplex for a blood- 
thirsty brawler such as Johnny Grunge, 
but wouldn’t he have caused more prob- 
lems for the Gunns had he been his 
usual violent self? He realizes now that 
the answer is yes. 


wrestling a less extreme style in the 
WWE. But there is an old adage that 
says you should dance with the person 
who brought you to the dance. What 
brought Public Enemy to the forefront of 
tag team wrestling was their manic, 
reckless style. They strayed from their 
game plan for one night, and it cost 
them. On one very important night, they 
danced with someone else. 

“We wanted to beat them—who 
wouldn’t?” Grunge said minutes after the 
match. “We thought even if we changed 
our style, we could still win. Stupid!” 

“T believe the word is ‘ironic,’ ain’t 
that right, Johnny?” questioned Rock. 
“Tronic tonight, but never again.” 

“Never again, never again,” contin- 
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Rocco Rock executes a side-slam on Bart 
Gunn. He probably would have liked to 
have done this on top of a press table, or at 
least on the concrete floor. But he figured 
the WWF powers-that-be would frown upon 
such behavior.. 


ued Grunge. “The money, the fame, the 
titles, none of it matters. We’ll never 
change for anyone again. If the WWF or 
WCW don’t like it, they know what they 
can do about it!” 

“We love to break tables and break 
wrestlers,” said Rock. “Throw in a little 
blood and even fire for good measure. 
That’s our game plan.” 

Public Enemy remains firm in its 
conviction not to change for anyone. 
When Rock and Grunge get to the WWF 
or WCW, many wrestlers mysteriously 
do change, in name, appearance, and/or 
personality. Shane Douglas became 
Dean Douglas. Dustin Rhodes became 
Goldust. The list just keeps growing. 

For now, you can keep Public Enemy 
off that list. These men like who they 
are, what they do, and how they’re doing 
it. Oz might still await them—Rock and 
Grunge are now reportedly negotiating 
with WCW—but right now, ECW 
remains their Kansas. O 


Kicking Billy must have felt good to Rock. It 
was one of the more heinous things he did. If 
by chance the Gunns ever get to face PE 
again, they'll likely be facing a team with a 
totally different game plan. 
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INSIDE WRESTUNG 


BRET HART is the “Excellence Of How will you remember 1995? As the year 
Execution” inside the ring, but he’s a good former NFL great LAWRENCE TAYLOR 
strategist, too. We think you'll agree after shook up the WWF? As the year HULK 
reading how his plan to dethrone DIESEL HOGAN had some GIANT problems? As the 

worked to perfection ... So what if THE ’ year a civil war broke out in Tennessee? 


GIANT isn’t ANDRE’S son. It looks like he We’ve got plenty of memories for you in our 
has what it takes to become “the next Andre” | special “Year In Pictures” section! ... Who did 


anyway ... EDDY GUERRERO is you feel was to blame in the ugly 
flabbergasted. He wants to know why Hogan-JIMMY HART split? The fans we 
everyone is afraid to wrestle him! ... Can you spoke to had some shocking opinions! ... 
believe it? JIM CORNETTE says he didn’t Discover how BIG VAN VADER could turn out 
deserve Manager of the Year! to be the savior of the WWF! 
All this—and much more!—in the All this—and much more!—in the 
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ALABAMA 


PIEDMONT—Southeastern Championship 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: Kenny 
Arden beat Bobby Hayes ... Billy Montana 
pinned Archman ... David Young beat Jason 
Valentine ... Scott Armstrong & Lee Thomas 
defeated Billy Montana & Kenny Arden ... The 
Patriot beat Mr. Tennessee by disqualification. 
(11-25-95) 

—Bill Needham 


ARKANSAS 


JONESBORO—Ozark Mountain Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Billy McClarity beat 
Lee Hickerson ... Modern Day Cowboy beat 
Ric Burton ... Terry Golden beat Fred James 
... J.R., Bill Dundee, & Samantha Pain beat 
Billy Ray Hudson, Future Shock, & Debbie T. 
Wilde ... Bill Dundee beat Brickhouse Brown 
... Billy McClarity beat Spanish Fly. 
(11-11-95) 

—Aaron Mueller 


CALIFORNIA 


LOS ANGELES—AAA at the Sports Arena: 
Mascarita Sagrada, Octagoncito, & Super 
Munequito beat Espectritos | & Il & Jerrito 
Estrada ... Angel Mortal, Mr. Condor, 
Marabunta, & Damian beat Boomerang, 
Discovery, Venom, & Thunderbird ... Rey 
Misterio Jr., Perro Aguayo Jr., & Frisbee beat 
Juventud Guerrera, Psicosis, & Picudo ... 
KGB, Killer, Pentagon, & Pierroth Jr. defeated 
Octagon, Super Calo, Mascara Sagrada, & La 
Parka by disqualification ... Tinieblas Jr. beat 
Chicano Power in a mask vs. mask match ... 
Konnan, Perro Aguayo, Rey Misterio Jr., 
Perro Aguayo Jr, & Calo defeated Ciber- 
netico, Damian, Halloween, Psicosis, & 
Juventud Guerrera. 
(12-09-95) 

—Lorena Hernandez 


COLORADO 


DENVER—WCW at the Coliseum: Alex Wright 
beat Disco Inferno ... Bobby Eaton & Lord 
Steven Regal beat Bunkhouse Buck & Dick 
Slater ... TV champion Johnny B. Badd beat 
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Dallas Page ... Lex Luger beat Mr. J.L. ... 
World tag team champions Harlem Heat beat 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell & Scotty Riggs ... 
Sting beat Kurasawa ... The Giant beat Scott 
Norton ... The Giant won a battle royal. 
(12-02-95) 

—Peter Mayes 


FLORIDA 


MIAMI—NWA at Joe Robbie Stadium: Bobby 
Rogers beat Blare Rogers ... Phi Delta Slam 
beat Dan Evans ... Rage beat Les Adams ... 
Rusty Brooks & Lethal Luther beat Mr. New 
York & Blaze Bigelow ... Death Row 3260 
defeated boxer Razor Robinson in a boxer vs. 
wrestler match ... Craig Kay & Frank E. Herman 
beat Billy Bob Brownie & Demon Hellstorm ... 
Junkyard Dog beat Dr. Red Roberts. 
(11-24-95) 

—Lydia Fernando 


GEORGIA 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA 
Arena: Roger Sartain beat Samurai Dragon ... 
Chuck Colt defeated Johnny Quaz by disquali- 
fication ... Mr. Pain defeated Larry Santana ... 
Rick Justice & Scott James beat Joey Funk & 
The Dragon ... Mike Collins & Jimmy Sharpe 
defeated Joel Travis & Frankie the Crippler. 
(12-08-95) 

—Donald Newberry 


CHATSWORTH—World Christian Federation at 
Spring Palace: Ricky Roberts beat Dwight 
Thompson .., Kenny Dee pinned Terry 
Phoenix ... Big Bubba Humphries beat 
Johnny Arden ... Jamie Strong pinned Kevin 
Walker ... Billy Montana & Kenny Arden beat 
Big Bubba Humphries & Bubbles The Clown. 
(11-24-95) 

—Bill Needham 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO—WWF at the United Center: Anmed 
Johnson defeated Rad Radford ... Kama, Isaac 
Yankem, & Skip beat Barry Horowitz, Hakushi, 
& Doink ... Goldust defeated Bob Holly ... 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn 
... World tag team champs The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat Owen Hart & Yokozuna ... Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon beat Sid Vicious ... 
Davey Boy Smith defeated Diesel by disqualifi- 
cation ... World champion Bret Hart wrestled The 
Undertaker to a double-countout. 
(12-09-95) 

—Kyle Mattison 


CHICAGO—Windy City Wrestling at the Rowan 
Park Field House: Mike Anthony pinned Blue 
Thunder ... Frank Melson defeated Spike by 
disqualification ... Lightweight champion Brandon 
Bishop pinned Steve Boz ... Middleweight cham- 
pion Ripper Manson defeated Ivan Urkoff ... 


reports 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month's worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to; “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


Tag team champions The Texas Hangmen beat 
The Steele Brothers ... Heavyweight champion 
Mike Samson pinned league champion Turbo 
(only Samson's belt was on the line). 


(12-02-95) 
—Steve Cain 


INDIANA 


FORT WAYNE—WWF at the Allen County War 
Memorial: Doink, Fatu, & Hakushi beat Kama, 
Isaac Yankem, & Rad Radford ... Goldust beat 
Barry Horowitz ... The Kid beat Marty Jannetty 
... Savio Vega beat Bob Backlund ... Ahmed 
Johnson beat Skip by disqualification ... Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn ... Sid 
Vicious beat Intercontinental champion Razor 
Ramon by countout ... Davey Boy Smith beat 
Diesel by disqualification ... World tag team 
champions The Smokin' Gunns beat Owen Hart 
& Yokozuna ... World champion Bret Hart beat 
The Undertaker by disqualification. 
(12-02-95) 

—kKyle Tucker 


MASSACHUSETTS 


TEWKSBURY—CWA at the High School: The 
Dungeon Master beat The Hollywood Flash ... 
Little Louie beat King Sleazy ... The Coroner 
beat Mark Fabian ... Misty Blue Simmes beat 
Nasty Sherri ... Vic Steamboat beat Jose 
Valenzuela ... El] Mascarado wrestled The 
Falcon to a draw ... Tito Santana beat 
Knuckles Nelson by disqualification ... Tony 
Atlas beat Kevin Sullivan by disqualification. 


(12-02-95) 
—Jan Ross 


WORCESTER—WWF at the Centrum: Fatu 
pinned Aldo Montoya ... Kama beat Tony Roy 
... Ahmed Johnson beat Mo ... Savio Vega beat 
Isaac Yankem ... Goldust pinned Marty 
Jannetty ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Henry 
Godwinn ... Owen Hart defeated Hakushi ... 
World tag team champions The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat Rad Radford & Skip ... Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon beat Dean Douglas ... 
Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, & Diesel beat 
Mabel, Yokozuna, & Davey Boy Smith. 


(11-11-95) 
—Michael J. DiMuzio 


MICHIGAN 


AUBURN HILLS—WWF at the Palace: Fatu, 
Barry Horowitz, & Hakushi defeated Isaac 
Yankem, Skip, & Kama ... Goldust defeated Bob 
Holly ... The Kid defeated Marty Jannetty ... 
Ahmed Johnson defeated Rad Radford ... Sid 
Vicious beat Intercontinental champion Razor 
Ramon by countout ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
defeated Henry Godwinn ... Savio Vega beat 
Bob Backlund ... Davey Boy Smith defeated 
Diesel by disqualification ... World tag team cham- 
pions The Smokin’ Gunns defeated Owen Hart & 


Yokozuna ... The Undertaker defeated World 
champion Bret Hart by disqualification. 
(12-03-95) 

—Jack Davis 


MINNESOTA 


LINDSTROM—Northern Premier Wrestling at 
the Scoreboard Lounge: Charlie Norris & Tom 
Zenk defeated Lenny Lane & J.B, Trask ... 
Horace the Psychopath beat Todd Becker ... 
Dan Jesser defeated The Nightstalker ... The 
Mangler beat The Kamikaze Kid. 


(12-04-95) 
—John Wilson 


ROSEMOUNT—Pro Wrestling America at the 
Rosemount Community Center: Sampson 
defeated The Mangler by disqualification ... 
Horace the Psychopath pinned Northern 
Premier Wrestling heavyweight champion J.B. 
Trask in a.non-title match ... Charlie Norris beat 
Randall Gusto ... Kenny Jay defeated PWA 
heavyweight champion The Hater by disqualifi- 
cation ... Mike Enos & Tom Zenk defeated The 
Blacktop Bully & Nailz. 
(11-11-95) 

—Ron Hargood 


NEW JERSEY 


CLARK—International Fighting Network at 
Arthur R. Johnson High School: Jim Powers 
defeated Skull Von Crush ... Virgil defeated 
Damien Stone ... The Italian Connection beat 
H,D, Ryder & Kodiak Bear ... Jimmy Snuka 
beat The Metal Maniac ... NWA North American 
champion Tommy Cairo beat Akida Kaos ... 
Keith Shearer beat Hugh Morris. 
(12-02-95) 

—Johin Raymond 


NEW YORK 


NEWBURGH—North East Wresiling at Central 
Valley High School: Tony DiVito won a battle royal 
... Brutus Beefcake defeated J.L. Storm ... Primo 
Carnera Ill beat Tony DiVito ... Half Nelson 
defeated Tiny the Terrible in a midgets match ... 
Johnny Handsome defeated Super Nova ... Ray 
Odyssey beat Mayhem ... Fatu pinned Abbudah 
Singh ... Bam Bam Bigelow pinned Mo. 
(12-09-95) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Fatu, Barry Horowitz, & Hakushi defeated 
Isaac Yankem, Skip, & Kama ... Goldust 
defeated Bob Holly ... The Kid beat Marty 
Jannetty ... Ahmed Johnson defeated Rad 
Radford .,. Sid Vicious beat Intercontinental 
champ Razor Ramon by countout .,. Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn ... Savio 
Vega beat Isaac Yankem ... Davey Boy Smith 
beat Diesel by disqualification ... World tag team 
champions The Smokin’ Gunns beat Owen Hart 
& Yokozuna ... The Undertaker defeated World 
champion Bret Hart by disqualification. 
(11-25-95) 

—Donna Colman 


NORTH CAROLINA 


LEDGAR—Southern States Wrestling at the 
High School: Super Mario pinned Iceman ... 
The Equalizer pinned Freight Train Ford ... 
Dan Cooley pinned K.C. Thunder ... David 
Jerricho & Danny Cooley beat The Beautiful 
Blonds .,. Alan Ward beat Frank Parker ... 
Jimmy Valiant pinned Major DeBeers ... Beau 
James & Ricky Morton defeated tag team 
champions Death & Destruction to win the title. 
(12-09-95) 

—Fay Ferguson 


SMITH GROVE—AIWF at the Community 
Center: Johnny Reb & Major Breakinridge beat 
The Superstar & Skull Von Schultz ... Regina 


Hale beat Candi Devine ... Chris Windham 
beat Bad Brad ,.. Bad Brad & Candi Devine 
beat Jumpin’ Jimmy & Regina Hale .., King 
Cobra beat lightweight champion Brian Danzig 
by disqualification ... Jumpin’ Jimmy beat Mr. 
Excellent .,. Rick Deezel beat Jammer in a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... The Tennessee 
Violence Authority beat tag team champions 
The Ghostriders to regain the belts. 
(12-09-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


GREENSBORO—Midc-Atlantic Wrestling at 
Grimsley High School: Johnny Capone wrestled 
Nightbreed to a draw ... Headbanger Mosh 
pinned Willow the Wisp ... Venom beat High 
Voltage ... The Diamond Exchange defeated 
tag team champions The Ringbusters by dis- 
qualification ,., Buddy Landell beat heavyweight 
champion Timber the Lumberjack by disqualifi- 
cation ... Buddy Landell won a battle royal. 
(12-08-95) 

—Joe Wheeler 


CONCORD—Carolina Championship Wrestling 
at the High School: Gary Royal beat Kevin 
Kirby ... Rick Link defeated Billy Simmons .., 
Colt Steele beat Chris Hamrick .., L.A. 
Stephens defeated Rick Link by disqualification 
... Rikki Nelson defeated Willie Clay ,.. Rick 
Morton defeated Gary Royal ... Colt Steele 
beat L.A. Stephens ... Rikki Nelson beat Rick 
Morton ... Colt Steele defeated Rikki Nelson in 
the finals of a tournament for the vacant CCW 
heavyweight title to win the belt. 
(12-02-95) 

—Dan Parris 


TAYLORSVILLE—AIWF's “Thanksgiving 
Slamfest '95" at the National Guard Armory: 
Superstar beat Major Breakinridge .,. Ron 
Rossi beat Johnny Reb by disqualification ... 
Rick Deezel beat Bad Brad in a lumberjack 
match ,.. The Intimidator beat Red Scorpion .., 
Chris Windham beat Brian Danzig in a dog-col- 
lar match ... Tag team champions The 
Tennessee Violence Authority wrestled The 
Ghost Riders to a double-countout .., Jackie 
Anderson won a bunkhouse battle royal. 
(11-25-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


FOREST CITY—PWF at the Armory: Madd 
Maxxine defeated The Hillbilly ... Russian 
Assassin Il defeated Tyrone Knox ... Tag team 
champions Scotty McKeever & George South beat 
Carolina Dreamer & Randy Sledge ... Heavyweight 
champion Italian Stallion beat The Barbarian ... 
Cruel Connection Il won a battle royal. 


(11-24-95) 
—Brock Chandler 


HIGH POINT—Atlantic Championship Wrestling 
at Trinity Senior High School: Heavyweight 
champion Jimmy Garvin defeated Greg 
Valentine .,. The Terminators & Rick Link 
defeated The Heartbreak Express & 
Bonecrusher ... Mad Dog Davidson defeated 
American champion Tim Blaze to win the title ... 
Tag team champions The East Coast 
Connection defeated Billy Jack Black & Les 
Parker ... Debbie Combs beat Robbie Rage. 
(11-11-95) 

—Brian Powell 


LENOIR—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
Mulberry Street Recreational Center: Robert 
Gibson beat Ron Davis ... Tracey Smothers 
beat Terry Gordy ... Tag team champions The 
Heavenly Bodies defeated Tracey Smothers & 
Tony Anthony ... Buddy Landell beat Tommy 
Rich in a steel cage match. 
(11-09-95) 

—Frank Miller 


OHIO 


SPRINGFIELD—WA TV taping at the Freedom 
Road Center: Ivory Nichols battled Shawn 
Casey to a draw ... Savannah Slim won a four- 
corners match over Devil Dog, The Wrecker, & 
Bull Miller... Light heavyweight champion Jesse 
Salica beat Curtis Taylor ... The Gravedigger 
beat Biff Beverly ... Ivory Nichols & Shawn 
Casey beat Jesse Salica & Maniac Mark ... 
Heavyweight champion Bull Miller beat Paul 
Harley in a non-title match ... Biff Beverly beat 
Curtis Taylor ... Kenny Hendrix & The Wrecker 
defeated tag team champion Savannah Slim ina 
handicap match to win the title (Slim's partner, 
Hollywood Hubie, didn’t show). 
(12-09-95) 

—Jeff Gorman 


CLEVELAND—WWF at Gund Arena: Barry 
Horowitz, Hakushi, & Fatu defeated Isaac 
Yankem, Kama, & Steve Lombardi ... Goldust 
defeated Bob Holly ... The Kid defeated Marty 
Jannetty ... Savio Vega pinned Bob Backlund 
... Ahmed Johnson beat Rad Radford ... 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned Henry 
Godwinn ... Davey Boy Smith beat Diesel by 
disqualification ,., World tag team champions 
The Smokin’ Gunns beat Owen Hart & 
Yokozuna ,.. World champion Bret Hart beat 
The Undertaker by disqualification. 


(12-01-95) 
—Jeff Gorman 


COLUMBUS—WWF at the Convention Center: 
Savio Vega beat Jean-Pierre Lafitte ... Ahmed 
Johnson beat Rad Radford ... Fatu defeated 
Steve Lombardi ... Bob Backlund beat Bob 
Holly ,.. Goldust defeated Marty Jannetty ... 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn 
», Isaac Yankem beat Bam Bam Bigelow ... 
World tag team champions The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat Sid Vicious & Kama .., Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon beat Owen Hart ... 
Diesel, Shawn Michaels, & Bret Hart defeated 
Yokozuna, Mabel, & Davey Boy Smith. 
(11-08-95) 

—Heath Peterson 


PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA—ECW at the ECW Arena: 
Dances With Dudley & Bubba Ray Dudley 
beat The Bad Crew ... Taz (with Bill Alfonso) 
defeated El Puerto Ricano ... Hack Myers 
pinned Bruiser Mastino ... The Eliminators 
(with Jason) beat The Pit Bulls ... Raven 
defeated Tommy Dreamer ... J.T. Smith pinned 
The Broad Street Bully ... The Sandman 
defeated heavyweight champion Mikey 
Whipwreck and Steve Austin in a triangle 
match to win the title ... Public Enemy defeated 
The Heavenly Bodies ... The Pit Bulls, Public 
Enemy, & Tommy Dreamer beat Raven, Stevie 
Richards, The Eliminators, & The Heavenly 
Bodies in a steel cage match. Since Richards 
was the man pinned, he had to spend five min- 
utes in the cage with the winners afterward. 
(12-09-95) 

—Bart Orkline & Michael J. DiMuzio 


PHILADELPHIA—WWF at the CoreStates 
Spectrum: Barry Horowitz, Hakushi, & Fatu 
defeated Kama, Isaac Yankem, & Skip ... Ahmed 
Johnson beat Rad Radford ... The Kid pinned 
Aldo Montoya ... Goldust defeated Bob Holly .., 
Sid Vicious beat Intercontinental champion Razor 
Ramon by countout ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
pinned Henry Godwinn ... Savio Vega defeated 
Dean Douglas by disqualification ... World tag 
team champions The Smokin’ Gunns defeated 
Yokozuna & Owen Hart ... World champion Bret 
Hart defeated The Undertaker by disqualification. 


(11-24-95) 
—Michael J. DiMuzio 
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PITTSBURGH—WWF at the Civic Center: Barry 
Horowitz, Hakushi, & Fatu beat Skip, Isaac 
Yankem, & Kama ... Goldust beat Bob Holly 
... The Kid beat Marty Jannetty ... Savio Vega 
defeated Bob Backlund ... Ahmed Johnson 
beat Rad Radford ... Sid Vicious beat 
Intercontinental champ Razor Ramon by 
countout ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat 
Henry Godwinn ... Davey Boy Smith beat 
Diesel by disqualification ... World tag team 
champs The Smokin’ Gunns defeated Owen 
Hart & Yokozuna ... World champion Bret Hart 
wrestled The Undertaker to a double-countout. 
(12-08-95) 

—Alan Boxwood 


READING—Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling at Stokesay Castle: American 
Commonwealth Wrestling light heavyweight 
champion Johnny Graham beat Race Richards 
Ill (with Judd the Stud) ... Kevin King pinned 
Sammy Garr ,.. The Midnight Rocker beat 
Judd the Stud by disqualification ... Tag team 
champions Jimmy Deo & Maxx Crimson (with 
Capt. Lou Albano) defeated Pretty Sexy (with 
Chef D.Z. Gillespie) ... D-Lo Brown pinned 
Boo Bradley ... Reckless Youth (with Judd the 
Stud) pinned junior heavyweight champion Ubas 
to win the title ... Akita Kaos won a six-man 
elimination match to win the vacant heavyweight 
title ... Chef D.Z. Gillespie beat Vinnie Biondo 
by countout ... Skip pinned Ray Odyssey to win 
the vacant U.S. heavyweight title. 
(12-01-95) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


READING—ECW at Bodyslammers Arena: Hack 
Myers pinned J.T, Smith ... The Pit Bulls beat 
Dances With Dudley & Bubba Ray Dudley ... 
Ax! Rotten beat Dino Sendoff ... ECW champion 
Mikey Whipwreck beat Jason ... The Bad Crew 
beat Georgie Love & The Flamingo Kid ... TV 
champion 2 Cold Scorpio beat Ax! Rotten by 
disqualification ,.. Cactus Jack defeated Tommy 
Dreamer in a match in which the first man to 
throw a punch would be declared the loser ... 
Public Enemy beat Stevie Richards & Raven. 
(11-03-95) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


GLENOLDEN—EGW at the Field House: J.T. 
Smith pinned Hack Myers ... Axl Rotten 
defeated Jason ... TV champion 2 Cold 
Scorpio wrestled 911 fo a no contest. Taz was 
the special guest referee for the match, but the 
bout was declared a no-contest when Bill 
Alfonso came to the ring to argue with Taz and 
was attacked by ECW Commissioner Tod 
Gordon ... Public Enemy beat Bubba Ray & 
Dances With Dudley ... ECW champion Mikey 
Whipwreck pinned The Sandman ... The Pit 
Bulls & Tommy Dreamer beat Cactus Jack, 
Raven, & Stevie Richards. 
(11-04-95) 

—Mike DiMuzio & Bart Orkline 


ST. MARY’S—Sieel City Wrestling at the High 
School: Benson Lee defeated Masahiro Panic 
... Frank Stalletto & Lou Marconi beat Stevie 
Richards & Brian Rollins to win the vacant tag 
team title ... T. Rantula beat Lou Marconi ... 
Heavyweight champion Johnny Gunn pinned 
Raven ... Mikey Whipwreck beat Pablo 
Marquez to earn a shot at the light heavyweight 
title ... Mikey Whipwreck beat light heavyweight 
champion Lord Zoltan ... Virgil wrestled 
Demolition Ax to a double-countout ... Cactus 
Jack pinned T. Rantula in a street fight. 
(11-11-95) 

—Jeff Gorman 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


EASLEY—SCW at Gettys Middle School: J.T. 
Williams wrestled Brian Stevens to a time-limit 
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draw ... Stone Cold Kid defeated The Purple 
Haze ... The Road Hogs beat tag team champi- 
ons Chip & Dale Stripp in a non-title match ... 
The Gatekeeper defeated Freedom Fighter ... 
Jake Mulligan & Madd Maxx Miles defeated 
Ricky Regal & Mikki Free ... Heavyweight 
champion J.W. Steele wrestled Cruiser Lewis 
to a double-countout. 
(12-09-95) 

—Dan Parris 


GREENWOOD—Southern Championship 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: The 
Destroyer beat Mr. Wrestling ... Cruiser 
Lewis beat Ricky Storm .,. Tag team champi- 
ons Chip & Dale Strip wrestled The Road 
Hogs to a double-countout ... Steve Anderson 
beat Stone Cold Kid ... Jake Mulligan & Madd 
Maxx Miles beat Mikki Free & Rikki Regal ... 
Heavyweight champion J.W. Steele beat 
Butcher Blackwell, 
(11-25-95) 

—Dan Parris 


TENNESSEE 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Miss Texas beat Reggie B. Fine, who disguised 
himself as a woman and called himself Regina B. 
Fine during the match ... Moondog Cujo beat 
Brian Christopher .,. The Smoky Mountain 
Massacre beat Randy Hales ... Southern cham- 
pion Tex Slazenger beat Koko B. Ware by dis- 
qualification ... Bob Armstrong beat Jerry 
Jarrett by disqualification ... Tag team champi- 
ons Jesse James Armstrong & Tracey 
Smothers beat PG-13 by disqualification. 


(12-04-95) 
—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Pat Tanaka defeated Steven Dunn ... Tasha 
Simone & Downtown Bruno defeated Miss 
Texas in a handicap match ... Moondog Cujo 
beat Tony Williams .., PG-13 defeated Tracey 
Smothers & The Smoky Mountain Massacre 
... Southern champion Brian Christopher beat 
Tex Slazenger ,.. Jerry Lawler defeated Brad 
Armstrong by disqualification ... Jeff Jarrett 
defeated Jesse James Armstrong. 
(11-27-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Steven Dunn defeated Troy (of Tekno Team 
2000) ... Pat Tanaka beat Travis (of Tekno 
Team 2000) ... Moondog Cujo beat Doug 
Gilbert ... PG-13 beat Jesse James Armstrong 
& The Smoky Mountain Massacre by disqualifi- 
cation ... Southern champion Brian Christopher 
defeated Bob Armstrong in a coward-waves-the- 
flag match ... Ahmed Johnson pinned heavy- 
weight champion Jerry Lawler to win the title. 
(11-06-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at 
the Sampson Center: Jeff Lovin wrestled The 
Juicer to a draw ... The Death Riders beat The 
Orderlies ... Eddie Golden beat light heavy- 
weight champion The Alabama Heartthrob to 
win the title ... Johnny Meadows & Eight-Ball 
Jones beat Danny Christian & David Jericho 
... Jimmy Valiant pinned Stan Lee ... Dan 
Cooley & Beau James beat tag team champi- 
ons Death & Destruction to win the title. 
(12-01-95) 

—Fay Ferguson 


JOHNSON CITY—SMW at Freedom Hall: Flash 
Flanagan defeated Headbanger Thrasher ... 
Sgt. Jacqueline Rock defeated The Wolfman 
... Tommy Rich defeated heavyweight champi- 
on Brad Armstrong to win the title ... Butch 
Cassidy defeated Jim Cornette by disqualifica- 


tion ... Buddy Landell & The Bullet defeated 
Tommy Rich & The Punisher ... The Heavenly 
Bodies & Robert Gibson defeated Ricky 
Morton, Tracey Smothers, & Tony Anthony, 
(11-25-95) 

—Frank Miller 


KNOXVILLE—Knoxville Championship 
Wrestling at the Electric Ballroom: Doug Sluder 
beat The Intern ... The Delaware Destroyer 
pinned Eric Rose ... The Master defeated junior 
heavyweight champion Steve Currio to win the 
title ... Chic White defeated heavyweight cham- 
pion David O to win the title ... Tag team cham- 
pions Dr. Dan & The Orderly beat Jessie Ellis 
& Bobby B. 
(11-25-95) 

—Tim Farmer 


KNOXVILLE—SMW’s “Thanksgiving Thunder’ 
at the Civic Coliseum: Flash Flanagan pinned 
Headbanger Mosh .,. Sgt. Jacqueline Rock 
beat The Wolfman ... Butch Cassidy beat Jim 
Cornette by disqualification ... Brad Armstrong 
defeated heavyweight champion Terry Gordy in 
a country whipping match to win the title ... The 
Heavenly Bodies & Robert Gibson beat Tony 
Anthony, Tracey Smothers, & Ricky Morton 
by disqualification ... Buddy Landell & The 
Bullet beat Tommy Rich & The Punisher. 


(11-23-95) 
—Bill Needham 


MORRISTOWN—SMW at the East High School: 
Robert Gibson beat Flash Flanagan ... Brad 
Armstrong beat Terry Gordy in a “loser-gets- 
10-lashes” match ... Tag team champions The 
Heavenly Bodies beat Tracey Smothers & 
Tony Anthony in an elimination match ... 
Buddy Landell beat Tommy Rich, 


(11-11-95) 
—Frank Miller 


ALCOA—All-State Wrestling at the Green Acres 
Flea Market: Rick Justice & Chuck Colt defeat- 
ed Russell Thompson & The Carolina Kid .., 
Shuto & Jeff Anderson beat Bobby B and The 
U.S. Shogun ... Keith Hart beat Eliminator ... 
Lynn Montana & The Black Assassin beat 
Greg Hart & David Jerricho ... Tony Prichard 
& Lone Star defeated Shogun & E.F. Hutton by 
reverse decision ... Eric Rose & Jessie Ellis 
defeated Dr. Dan & Billy Orderly in a loser- 
leaves-town match when Ellis pinned Dr. Dan. 
According to a prematch stipulation, Dr. Dan 
must now leave the area. 
(11-02-95) 

—Bill Needham 


TEXAS 


LUFKIN—WCWF at the Civic Center: Jose 
Lothario beat The Texas Assassin ... 
Dynamite Dixon beat Manu ... The American 
Power Ranger over G.Q, Knight ... Bullman 
Downs beat The Evil Clown ... Mark Von Erich 
beat Butcher Brother. 
(11-25-95) 

—Brett Wolfe 


DALLAS—CWA at the Sportatorium: Al 
Jackson beat Harkryder ... Devon Michaels 
beat Jimmy James ... Sam Houston beat 
Randy Rhodes ... Killer Brooks & Greg 
Valentine beat Guido Falcone & Vito 
Mussolini ... Hector Guerrero beat Treach 
Phillips ... Johnny Mantel & Bill Irwin beat 
Firebreaker Chip & Bull Pain. 
(11-10-95) 

—vJenny Powell 


VIRGINIA 


NORFOLK—WCW World War II! pay-per-view 
at the Scope: TV champion Johnny B. Badd 
pinned “Diamond” Dallas Page at 12:35 ... 


Big Bubba Rogers knocked out Hacksaw 
Duggan at 10:05 in a taped-fist match ... Bull 
Nakano & Akira Hokuto defeated Cutie 
Suzuki & Mayumi Ozaki when Nakano pinned 
Ozaki at 9:16 ... U.S. champion Kensuke 
Sasaki pinned Chris Benoit at 10:01 ... Lex 
Luger defeated Randy Savage by submission 
at 5:28 ... Sting defeated Ric Flair by submis- 
sion at 14:30 ... Randy Savage won a three- 
ring, 60-man battle royal to capture the held-up 
WCW World title at 29:19. 
(11-26-95) 

—Scoti Reese 


BASSETT—AIWF at Bassett High School: 
Superstar beat Skull Von Shultz by disqualifi- 
cation ... Dynamite Doug & Leroy McCoy beat 
Johnny Reb & Jumpin’ Jimmy ... Lightweight 
champion Brian Danzig beat King Cobra ... 
Rick Deezel beat Chris Windham in a falls- 
count-anywhere match ... Jackie Anderson 
beat Sebastian Kane by disqualification ... 
Johnny Reb won a battle royal. 
(11-11-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


WEST VIRGINIA 
PRINCETON—Southern States Wrestling at the 
High School: Tim Blaze pinned Eclipso ... The 
Juicer pinned Danny Christian ... Bobby 
Blaze defeated The Stormtrooper ... Super 
Mario pinned The Equalizer ... Death & 
Destruction beat tag team champions Beau 
James & Danny Cooley to win the title ... War 
Machine defeated Jimmy Valiant. 
(12-02-95) 

—Fay Ferguson 


WHEELING—WWF at the Civic Center: Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley won a battle royal ... Hakushi 
defeated Bob Holly ... Ahmed Johnson beat 
Skip ... Goldust beat Marty Jannetty ... Sid 
Vicious beat Rad Radford ... Owen Hart beat 
Barry Horowitz ... The Kid beat Intercon- 
tinental champion Razor Ramon by countout ... 
Davey Boy Smith beat Diesel by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Undertaker (with Paul Bearer) beat 
Yokozuna ... World tag team champions The 
Smokin’ Gunns beat Kama & Isaac Yankem 
... World champion Bret Hart beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley. 
(11-28-95) 

—Frank Nelson 


WISCONSIN 
MILWAUKEE—Windy City Wrestling at Serb 
Hall: Jake Milliman pinned The Master 
Technician ... Lightweight champion Brandon 
Bishop beat Steve Boz by disqualification ... 
Mike Anthony pinned Blue Angel ... 
Haystacks Ross & Chad Lewis beat Psycho 
& Ripper Manson ... Christopher Daniels 
wrestled Brett Sanders to a double-countout ... 
The Steele Brothers beat tag team champions 
The Texas Hangmen by disqualification ... 
Heavyweight champion Mike Samson beat 
league champion Turbo ... Colt Steele won a 
battle royal, 
(11-12-95) 

—Steve Cain 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 

OSHAWA, ONTARIO, Wednesday, December 
5: WWF at the Civic Auditorium: Fatu, Hakushi, 
& Barry Horowitz beat Kama, Skip, & Isaac 
Yankem ... Goldust beat Bob Holly ... The Kid 
pinned Marty Jannetty ... Savio Vega beat 
Bob Backlund ... Ahmed Johnson beat Rad 
Radford ... Sid Vicious beat Intercontinental 


champion Razor Ramon by countout ... Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn ... 
World tag team champions The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat Owen Hart & Yokozuna ... Davey Boy 
Smith beat Diesel by disqualification ... World 
champion Bret Hart beat The Undertaker by 
disqualification. 
(12-05-95) 

—Sieve Arginiaru 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—River City Wrestling 
at Chalmers Community Center: Steve Stryker 
defeated Tulip ... Robby Royce beat Red 
Dragon .,. Bobby Collins beat Caveman 
Broda ... The Reservoir Dogs defeated 
Bobby Jay & Black Dragon ... Heavyweight 
champion Brian Jewel wrestled E.Z. Ryder to a 
double-countout. 
(11-23-95) 

—Bryan Gilbert 


JAPAN 
TOKYO—New Japan/WCW at Tokyo Sumo 
Hall: Tokimitsu Ishizawa, Yuji Nagata, & 
Jushin Liger defeated Shinichiro Otani, Koji 
Kanemoto, & El Samurai ... Junji Hirata beat 
Booker T ... Hiro Saito & Masa Chono beat 
Johnny B. Badd & Bobby Eaton ... Masa 
Saito & Riki Choshu beat The Nasty Boys ... 
Shinya Hashimoto & Tadao Yasuda beat Arn 
Anderson & The Giant ... Ric Flair beat 
Osamu Nishimura ... Hiroyoshi Tenzan 
pinned Kurasawa ... The Great Muta pinned 
Lord Steven Regal ... Kensuke Sasaki pinned 
WCW U.S. champion Sting to win the title. 
(11-13-95) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


FEBRUARY 


LOUISIANA 
SHREVEPORT—NWA at the Municipal 
Auditorium: North American Champion 
“Cowboy” Bill Watts defeated Waldo Von 
Erich by disqualification ... U.S. tag team cham- 
pions Gorgeous George Il & Greg Valentine 
defeated Jerry Brown & Buddy Roberts by 
disqualification ... Killer Karl Kox pinned Dick 
Murdoch in a no-disqualification match ... 
Calypso Joe beat Sonny Rogers ... Ted 
DiBiase wrestled Jack Curtis to a draw. 
(02-03-76) 

—PWI archives 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BOSTON—WWWF at the Hynes Auditorium: 
Chief Jay Strongbow wrestled Prof. Toru 
Tanaka to a draw ... Rene Goulet & Mike 
Conrad beat Stan Stasiak & Jim Valiant in a 
best-of-three-falls match ... Victor Rivera 
defeated Russian Il ... Sonny King defeated 
Russian | ... Manuel Soto defeated Bull 
Pometti ... World champion Pedro Morales 
wrestled King Curtis to a no-contest. The 
match was stopped after both wrestlers 
attacked the referee. 
(02-19-72) 

—PWI archives 


TEXAS 
DALLAS—World Class Championship 
Wrestling at the Sportatorium: Solomon 
Grundy defeated Brian Adias ... Eric Embry 
defeated Jeff Raitz ... Terry Gordy & Buddy 
Roberts wrestled Kerry & Kevin Von Erich to 
a no-contest ... Heavyweight champion Al 
Perez wrestled Terry Taylor fo a no-contest. 
(02-12-88) 

—Mark Weiniz 
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WCW World War 3 '96 
Sixty warriors from all over the globe 
battle it out for the belt. 


$49.95 


each 


| 
| T.V. Sports Video 
| P.O. Box 1003 


| Darien, cT 0620 Wg 


| Visa or Mastercard call toll free 


1-800-729-0360 
|Please send me @ $49.95 each 


| (CI WCW World War 3 '96 

| (2 WCW Bash At The Beach '95 
| (1 WCW Halloween Havoc '95 
| (CJ WCW Fall Brawl '95 

| Please indicate method of payment 
| 

| 

| 

| 


plus $5.00 


(7) Check or money order 
payable to TV Sports Video 


-] Visa /MasterCard 


° 


ity 
State Zip 


Videos 

Tax for CT & NY 
P & H $5.00 
Total $ 


| 

| 

Allow up to 4 weeks delivery. Foreign orders | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: $5.00__ 


include $7.00 for each tape in addition to 
regular s&h charges. 
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Bob Backlund defended the WWF World title honorably against Jimmy Snuka and many others 
during his first reign. Reader Stan Lenkiewicz prefers to remember Backlund this way, not as the 


raving lunatic he is today. 


of the greatest wrestling families? So 
what if he was the first to hold the 
ECW TV belt and one-half of the 
ECW tag team title at the same time? 
So what if his series of matches 
against Eddy Guerrero was the best 
this sport has seen since Ric Flair vs. 
Rick Steamboat?! So what! 

There’s no question that Jerry 
Lawler would destroy Dean Malenko 
... In a rank-out contest. In the ring, it 
would be a far different story. Just as 
Gordon Solie is the dean of broadcast- 
ing, Mr. Malenko is the dean in the 
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ring. And everybody wonders why so 
many wrestlers ply their trade in 
Japan. Because that’s where they get 
the respect they so rightly deserve. 
Even if they’re “bland.” 
HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV 
[Editor’s note: Indeed, being bland 
does not detract from a wrestler’s 
physical abilities, but it could certainly 
have a huge effect on a wrestler’s abil- 
ity to get important matches. That’s the 
reality of professional wrestling. And 
in Malenko’s case, that’s a weakness.] 


PEERING INTO THE PAST 


I am extremely disappointed and 
dismayed by the criticism that has 
been leveled against former WWF 
World champion Bob Backlund lately. 
Many fans and wrestling analysts have 
forgotten the many accomplishments 
of Mr. Backlund. Backlund once ruled 
the WWF for nearly six years, before 
Vince McMahon Jr. transformed the 
WWE into a circus. When this hap- 
pened, everything Backlund worked so 
hard for was suddenly gone. 

Granted, Backlund’s recent antics 


Ric Flair and Brian Pillman would like 
you to believe that the latest version of 
The Four Horsemen is as good as any 
other version. Reader Bruce Gray would 
disagree. 


may have been a ploy to get some atten- 
tion. In everyone’s life come some diffi- 
cult decisions. However, Backlund’s 
frustration may be a result of his being 
overlooked and neglected for so long. 
No matter what Backlund does, this 
reader will always remember the Bob 
Backlund who courageously defended 
his World title against stars like Killer 
Khan, Jimmy Snuka, and Stan Hansen. 
STAN LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, NJ 


HORSEMEN’S LAST RIDE 

Once again we have another incar- 
nation of The Four Horsemen. 
Personally, I am tired of them. This 
latest combination may look good on 
paper, but I believe this is an alliance 
of convenience and desperation. If 
you look at the people involved, 
you'll see why. 

Arn Anderson isn’t happy unless 
he’s a part of a group of some kind. 


Brian Pillman has been in a serious 
slump since The Hollywood Blonds 
broke up in ’93. Ric Flair, despite 
everything he accomplished in his hey- 
day, is in the midst of an irreversible 
career downslide. Chris Benoit is just 
trying to take the easy way to the top 


by joining the Horsemen. 

How long will this latest combina- 
tion last? Who can really say? But 
I am willing to say it will be short- 
lived. 

BRUCE GRAY 
Orlando, FLL) 


HAVE YOU SEEN THE WARRIOR LATELY? 


NOW'S YOUR CHANCE! 


*WATECH him as he performs the 
most intense workout of his life at 
his private 20,000 sq. ft. Gym and 
Pro Wrestling Camp! 


*LISTEN as he speaks his beliefs 
and opinions of the Pro Wrestling 


scene, his personal life, and the 
future of the Warrior! 


*FEEL the power and motivation 
of a man Strong enough and brave 
enough to catry the name 
WARRIOR! 


akes wireitd by tie ola 
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THE ULTIMATE VIDEO 


TO ORDER: Send $24.95 (plus 

$5 shipping per video) to: 
ULTIMATE CREATIONS 
10320 N. Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85253 


OR: To order by Credit Card you 
may call or fax your order at: 
(602) 566-4276 or 
Fax (602) 991-5957 
(Check, M.O. or Visa/MC only) 


For a catalog of all Warrior 
products call (602) 566-4276 


Watch the Warrior like you have never seen him! See the Warrior immersed in his very own "Warrior Workout" 
video - the blood, sweat, and tears of the one and only W-A-R-R-I-O-R !! See him pump the blood - watch his body 
flood with the sweat - and imagine the tears of those who will soon face him! The most awesome workout video ever, 
ever made!!! FEEL THE POWER! 
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WWF tag team champions The 
Smokin’ Gunns (see story on 
page 39). Their reaction was, well, 
predictable. 

“Apter,” Rock spat, “it’s amazing 
that you’ve been around this sport 
so long and still ask such stupid 
questions!” 

| guess that means no. 

Ricky Morton and Robert 
Gibson, better known as The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express, have 
patched up their differences and 
are appearing together in indepen- 
dent federations all over the 
South. Also, Morton and Beau 
James won the Southern States 
Wrestling tag team belts in 
December, beating Death and 
Destruction ... AAA’s Chicano 
Power is now wrestling without a 
mask after losing a mask vs. mask 
to Tinieblas Jr. 

Even though The Undertaker 
did not win the WWF World title in 
his series of matches against Bret 
Hart, manager Paul Bearer 
believes his man is still capable of 
winning the belt. “Diesel, Davey 
Boy Smith, Owen Hart, 
Yokozuna—they all interfered 
when my Undertaker was on the 
road to glory against ‘The Hitman,” 
Bearer told reporters at a recent 
press conference. “It is no fault of 
his own that he is not wearing the 
gold belt.” 

“Yeah, it’s unfortunate that peo- 
ple ran in and destroyed an excel- 
lent competitive match,” Hart said. 
“Undertaker and | pushed our- 
selves to the limits, and either one 
of us could have won had there 
been no interference.” 

Star Ryder is the new Pro 
Wrestling Federation junior heavy- 
weight champion after beating 
Masked Maniac on December 5 in 
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ringside 
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Hunter Hearst Helmsley is a man of refined tastes, so it shouldn’t come as a surprise 
that he hasn’t enjoyed having Henry Godwinn dump his bucket of slop over his head 
after some of their matches. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 
Former WWF World champion The 
lron Sheik, a 22-year veteran, has 
signed for several matches in the 
PWF ... Lanny Poffo, the brother 
of WCW World champion Randy 
Savage, is negotiating with WCW. 

Hunter Hearst Helmsley told 
reporters he is “completely disgust- 
ed that the World Wrestling 
Federation persists in allowing that 
Henry Godwinn fellow to dump 
buckets of hog slop upon my beau- 
tiful body.” Someone should remind 
that Helmsley fellow that when he 
signed for a series of “slop” match- 
es against Godwinn, he had to 
Know he was likely to get slop 
thrown on him at some point! 

Capt. Lou Albano has been 
managing former Headshrinker 
Fatu on several independent cards 
up and down the East Coast ... 
Give Savannah Slim some credit. 
He tried to be brave and defend the 
IWA tag team title by himself when 
his partner, Hollywood Hubie, 
didn’t show up for a scheduled title 
defense in Springfield, Ohio. Their 
scheduled opponents, Kenny 
“Hurricane” Hendrix and The 
Wrecker, showed Slim no sympa- 
thy. They destroyed him and are 
now wearing the belts ... Mexican 
WWA champion Rey Misterio Jr. 
is still feuding with Psicosis and 
Juventud Guerrera in Mexico. 

Remember Dark Journey? She 
was a manager/wrestler in the old 
UWF back in the mid-1980s. She 
had been retired from wrestling for 
a few years, but she came back to 
help her old friends Chris Adams 
and Action Jackson at a Con- 
federate Wrestling Association card 
in Texas. She was in their corner 
when they faced Bull Pain and 
. Firebreaker Chip, who had Gen. 
Skandor Akbar in their corner. As 
you might have guessed, Akbar 
didn’t do much interfering with 
Journey around. 

When | first became a wrestling 


fan many, many years ago, | used 
to love to watch midget matches, 
so you can imagine how | felt when 
| learned of the death of the great 
midget star Little Beaver. Beaver, 
whose real name was Lionel 
Giroux, died in St. Jerome, 
Quebec, on December 4 after a 
long battle with emphysema. | 
remember him telling reporters 
years ago that his greatest moment 
in the ring was when he faced King 
Kong Bundy, who weighs 446 
pounds, in a tag team match at 
WrestleMania III. | also fondly 
remember his classic bouts against 
Sky Low Low. They were great. 
Little Beaver, who was 61, is sur- 
vived by his son, Lionel Jr. O 


Little Beaver, one of the all-time great 
midget wrestlers, died in December at 
the age of 61. Beaver, who wrestled pro- 
fessionally for nearly 40 years, was 
voted Midget of the Year in 1973. 


“Anybody can jump off the top rope.” 
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Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 

Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting word of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by three professionals ac- 
tive in the wrestling business, who between them 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including the NWA, USWA, SMW, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs, what your 
chances are — and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to Know! « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling « Lists addresses of ALL 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1996 Edition Now Shipping! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 
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MUVING? 


; Kindly give us 8 weeks 
| advance notice 


Are you moving? If so, please give 
1 us 8 weeks advance notice so we 

can continue to service your sub- 
| scription promptly. Check the mag- 
I azine(s) listed below you subscribe ° 
I to: 


! C1 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
1 (1 THE WRESTLER 

1 CI INSIDE WRESTLING 

! C1 SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
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J LONDON PUBLISHING Co, 
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Johnny B. Badd vaults over the top rope in a match against New Japan’s Masa 
Chono in Japan in November. One day soon, New Japan could be promoting its own 
cards in the U.S. 


WWF all these years, conceivably 
Levin and the rest of the Time 
Warner Board of Directors might not 
be. Is WCW turning a profit? It seems 
like they should be. But who knows? 
How many major league baseball 
teams that we had assumed were 
making money were crying poverty 
during last year’s baseball strike? If 
Time Warner turns thumbs down to 
WCW, you can be sure that it’s not 
because the Board of Directors is 
appalled by the sight of men throwing 
one another around a wrestling ring. 


The WWF, meanwhile, is in full 
control of its own destiny. McMahon, 
beholden to no stockholders, can run 
his operation the way he sees fit— 
and for as long as he sees fit. 

By 2000, Eric Bischoff will be the 
blow-by-blow man for WrestleMania. 

eWCW wipes out the WWF; 
Time Warner wipes out WCW; 
ECW and USWA become the Big 
Two. Either of the first two state- 
ments is well within the realm of fea- 
sibility, though probably not both. But 
if the impossible does happen, there 


has to be somebody to run wrestling 
promotions in the United States ... 
unless ... 

*New Japan, All-Japan, and 
AAA begin to promote wresiling 
full-time in America. More and 
more people are starting to catch 
on to what is going on in Japan and 
Mexico, where wrestling is bigger 
now than it was in the U.S. during 
its height in the 1980s. More and 
more wrestlers from Japan and 
Mexico are making their marks in 
the States. Starrcade featured a 
series of matches pitting the top 
wrestlers of WCW against the top 
wrestlers of New Japan. Several of 
Mexico’s AAA wrestlers are making 
a huge impression in ECW. It is 
only a matter of time before a 
Japanese wrestling program is tele- 
vised on a regular basis here. 

The financial power of New Japan 
and All-Japan in particular is enor- 
mous. Might New Japan and All- 
Japan one day buy out WCW and 
the WWF like Sony bought 
Columbia pictures and Nintendo 
bought a large stake in the Seattle 
Mariners? 

Might one day New Japan’s 
Joshinori Tsuji and All-Japan’s Akira 
Fukuzawa be the respective blow- 
by-blow men for Starrcade and 
WrestleMania? 

Write me and let me know what 
you think. And when you do, please 
consider ... 

The editors of PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED receive a great deal of 
mail from readers. | want to assure 
all of you who have written to us that 
each and every letter has been read 
by the editor to whom it was 
addressed. Often, however, we are 
unable to answer the letters person- 
ally for a variety of reasons. 

With that in mind, | would like to 
present you with a set of guidelines 
concerning mail: 

1) If you would like a response to 
your letter, you must include a self- 


addressed stamped envelope. 

2) If your intention is to reach a 
particular wrestler, your best bet is to 
send your letter in care of ihe federa- 
tion in which he or she wrestles. If 
you send a letter here, we will do our 
best to forward it, but we cannot 
guarantee that you'll get a response. 

3) If you would like your letter to 
be published in the letters section, 
please address it as such and keep 
it short and to the point. 

4) If you are seeking information 
on how to become a wrestler, there 
isn’t all that much we can tell you. 
Each wrestler has his or her own 
story of how he got where he is; 
there isn't a tried-and-true procedure. 

5) If you are seeking a recom- 
mendation on a wrestling school, we 
are very reluctant to do so. We can- 
not verify the validity of every school 
out there, and we certainly don’t 
want to suggest one without having 
first-hand knowledge of a school’s 
quality. There are certain schools 
that are referred to from time to time 
in various wrestlers’ profiles. Based 
on their track record, those are prob- 
ably the best bets. 

6) One of the questions most fre- 
quently asked of me is how to 
become a wrestling journalist. The 
answer varies, depending on your 
level of education. In general, how- 
ever, | recommend that you get as 
much experience as you can writing 
for your local or school newspaper. 
Do not limit yourself to writing about 
wrestling or sports in general! To be 
a good journalist, you must know 
how to write a good feature story as 
well as a good news story. It is also 
important that you read a lot. And 
not just wrestling magazines! 
Expose yourself to a variety of 
styles and you will become a better, 
more versatile writer. Most impor- 
tantly, if you are considering a 
career in journalism, do not limit 
yourself to wrestling. Realistically, 
how many positions are available to 
wrestling writers? 4 


[COMPUTER 
WRESTLING 


IBM PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC 
STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER GAMES 
ON THE MARKET TODAY! 
RAMPAGE WRESTLING 
Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the 
past and present ® Match the champions of 
former eras against today’s best * Singles 
matches, tag team, 3 man tag, rumbles - 
with up to 30 men in the ring at once, cage 
matches, war matches, or create your own 
style of match ¢ More than 100 possible 
moves and holds * Head to head or 
computer opponent * Won-lost records, 
complete print out of match action * Add 
wrestler’s, rate yourself and your friends! 
ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling, 

For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 
1-800-477-7032 


LANCE-HAFFNER-GAMES- 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 904-934-8435 


SKULLKRUSHERS 


WRESTLING SCHOOL 
RIAN+MISSLINDA 
WRESTLING MASKS 
SPANDEX TIGHTS 
SPANDEX TRUNKS 


SPANDEX LEOTARDS $40 
STAIE WAIST-INSIDE LEG SIZE+COLOR CHOICE 


SKULLKRUSHER T-SHIRTS $10 
SKULLKRUSHER TANK TOPS $10 


SKULLKRUSHER SWEATSHIRT $15 
ADULT AND KIDS SIZE AVAILABLE 
WRESTLING VIDEOS 15 
SEND $1 P.AND H, FOR NEW COMPLETE LIST 
BOOTS*GOWNS* BELIS*LEOTARDS*TICHTS 
TRUNKS*KNEE-PADS* ELBOW PADS 
PLUS LADY WRESILERS AND KIDS WEAR 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PLUS $3 POSTAGE + 
HANDLING ON ALL ORDERS 10 BIZARE BAZZAR 


P.O.BOX 6188.GULF BREEZE FL 32561 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
FOR THE WORLDS BEST WRESTLING WEAR 
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Hennig had a great series of matches with Shawn Michaels in the summer of 1993. 
That’s one rivalry that could be renewed if Hennig’s back heals. The WWF could use 
a superstar like him about now. 


the Hennig-Luger feud, and while 
they’ve lost some respect for Luger, 
they saw the spirit Hennig brought to 
those encounters, and they aren’t eager 
to face it. 

Hennig didn’t always create that 
sort of terror. In his early days, he was 
a nice, harmless guy who had the skill 
to be a champion, but not the heart and 
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guts. Then he turned against his old 
friend Greg Gagne and won the AWA 
World title. Sadly, his mood had dark- 
ened, but he had a sharper focus and a 
greater willingness to push himself to 
be the best. 

He’s still pushing himself. Not too 
hard though. He doesn’t want to 
jeopardize his opportunity to grab 


another world title. He’s a lot like the 
NHL’s Mario Lemieux. He’s too 
smart and too proud to return before 
he’s fully healed. 

“Perfect” is also smart enough to 
realize the shots against Hart may not 
come as quickly as he wants. So he’s 
preparing for an Intercontinental belt 
showdown with Ramon, provided 
Razor continues to hold the belt. 
Michaels, if he can come back from 
postconcussion syndrome, could have 
something to say about that. 

Shawn is, like Hennig, the com- 
plete wrestler. Hennig would rather 
test himself against a complete 
wrestler than someone like Diesel, 
who, though he has improved dramati- 
cally, is not yet in Hennig, Hart, or 
Michaels’ class. Hennig has held the I- 
C belt twice before. He knows it’s 
more than a consolation prize. He 
wants to take that important piece of 
gold into his encounter with Hart and 
give the World champion even more 
to fear. 

That contest may not happen for a 
while. It may never happen. With one 
mistimed “Perfectplex,” Hennig could 
mess up his back again and spend 
another year out of action, or even end 
his career. 

In WWE locker rooms, however, 
they’re talking as though Hennig 
already is back in competition. 
They’re convinced his stay in the 
broadcast booth will be a short one. 
They know how ready he is to start. 
“Mr. Perfect” never has been perfect, 
but for his many foes over the years, 
he has been close enough. Friends and 
enemies agree: He has been one of the 
great competitors of the past decade. 

To the booth, Hennig brings rule- 
breaker bias. To the ring, he brings 
old-fashioned wrestling excellence. 
Let’s hope his back allows him to 
bring us the better choice. O 


So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 
wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

New efforts have been made to get PW! Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW! Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 

to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 

the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 

week, 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
° 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 

° 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 

* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 
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$32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. Intemational money orders 
in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to 8 weeks for subscriptions to start. 


} 1 
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i 1 
Please indicate method of payment: C] 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 
+ (1 Check or money order C) I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. i 
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1 Expiration date: / CITY 2 = STATE ‘4 } 
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1 ' 
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passed talents like Diesel. Someone 
on the downhill of a career, like 
Terry Gordy, a man still capable of 
pulling an upset but no longer hyp- 
notized by title belts. You want 
interchangeable parts, in case of 
injury and emergencies. Add a sea- 
side homestead in Hawaii, where 
you can take them to train, a gener- 
ous bonus system to keep them 
happy, and a lot of praying that 
they all get along. 


Dear Eddie, 

I have a solution that will end the 
feuding between WCW and the 
WWF, unite the two federations 
under one banner, and make best 
friends of Vince and Ted. I propose 
a match between Dick the Bruiser 
and Dusty Rhodes, with Doink the 
Clown as referee to ensure an even 
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PPP eee ee eee eee eee eee rer) *- 


(Continued from page 16) 


Let me see ... Barry 
4 Windham hasn’t 
wrestled in about 

_) 4 18 or 19 months 
9) and a fan wants to 

4 know if he’s retired. 
No, of course not. 
What in the world 
would give anyone 
that idea? 


larger turnout. I do not expect any 
form of compensation for this idea. 
It is my contribution to the sport I 
love. 

JEFFREY M. FRAZIER 
Carmel, IN 

Dear Jeffrey, 
The exciting thing about corre- 
spondence with wrestling fans is 


Pie 
~~ If was putting 
™ together a super- 
stable of wrestlers, 
I'd definitely recruit | 
Diesel. The new 
Diesel, that is. | like 
- aguy who Isn’t 
_ afraid to get in 
_ Vince McMahon's 
# face and speak his 
mind. 


one can never be certain when 
they are trying to be funny. Mr. 
Frazier here thinks he is funny; 
certainly the photo on his business 
card is funny-looking. Be 
informed, sir, sending trash 
through the mail, which one of 
your letters constitutes, is a felony 
offense. 


Dear Eddie, 
Has Barry Windham retired? 
TAMMY FUESTON 
Grand Junction, CO 
Dear Tammy, 
If there is a God, the answer 
would be yes. Oo 


RF Video presents... 
THE OFFICIAL SABU VIDEO SERIES 


You have read about this athlete for years, now it is time for you to witness this homicidal, suicidal, 
genocidal, death-defying superstar in the safety of your homes through R.F. Video...... 


$20.00 "MOONSAULT MAYHEM" 

1. Sabu vs. Lightning Kid (MucH TALKED ABOUT 
BLOODBATH FROM GRAND SLAM 1); 2. Sabu vs. Jerry 
"Mr. JL" Lynn (GRAND SLAM 2); 3. Sabu vs. Chris 
Candito; 4. Sabu vs. Chris Candito (Steel cacE 
REMATCH); 5. Sabu vs. Crippler Chris Benoit (THEIA 
FIRST MEETING FROM NEW JERSEY) 


"“SABU ACROSS AMERICA" 

1. Sabu vs. Terry Funk 4-9-94 (mMicHiGAN); 
2. Sabu vs. Al Snow 4-2-94 (onHi0); 3. Sabu vs. 
Ultraman 1-15-95 (caLiFoania); 4. Sabu vs. Al 
Snow 9-11-94 (CALIFORNIA — WATCH AS TERRY FUNK 
INTERFERES AND DESTROYS THE WHOLE BUILDING!); 

5. Sabu vs. Bobby Bradley; 6. Sabu vs. 
Cactus Jack (WILD BLOODBATH FROM MICHIGAN) 


“SMASHING TABLES" APPROX. 2 HRS. 
1. Sabu vs. Terry Funk 5-15-94 ORIENTAL 
DEATH MATCH; 2. Sabu vs. Al Snow 5-28-94; 
3. Sabu vs. Al Snow 7-23-94 (20-FooT HIGH 
LADDER MATCH - TALLEST IN HISTORY); 4. Sabu vs. 
Crippler Chris Benoit 8-5-94; 5. Sabu vs. 
Tazmaniac 9-16-94 MICHIGAN DEATH MATCH 


$20.00 "SABU: THE ARABIAN EXPRESS" 

1. Sabu vs. Ray Oddessy (MADNESS FROM ATLANTIC 
city); 2. Sabu vs. Al Snow 1-28-94; 3. Sabu vs. 
Al Snow 4-8-94; 4. Sabu vs. Konnan (THE 
SUPERSTAR FROM MExico); 5. Sabu vs. Robbie Van 
Dam; 6. Sabu vs. 2 Cold Scorpio (THE RING 
ACTUALLY COLLAPSES DURING THIS MATCH!); 7. Sabu 
Vs. TaZ (MAYHEM FROM MARYLAND) 


Send checks or money order for Each tape is approximately 2 hours in length at a price of only $20 per tape. Each 
CURE SARE ancl meMmEe (ape has their own original matches. No two matches are the same in this collec- 
F Video tion! These tapes are the most complete collection of the greatest matches in the 
P.O. Box 797 career of the already legendary Sabu. Witness the daredevil flips to the concrete, 
Langhorne. PA 19047 the breaking of bones while smashing tables, and the bloodiest hardcore action seen 
(215) 752-4279 in the states. It is the Sabu Video Collection!!! 


KEKKKKRAKKARAKKKAKKARKEK QUAND) $12.00 FOR 500 PAGE CATALOG 2 ie 2s 2 ois 2 i 26 9 is oR KR os OB oe Ro 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. PA residents add 6% sales tax. International money orders in U.S. funds only. All tapes are VHS and carry a 100% 
money back guarantee against defects only, If tape is defective, please retum it with a note specifying the defect. 


Tracey Smothers vs. Tony Anthony was one of the best SMW 
feuds ever. It was violent, it was intense, it was exciting. At the 
time of this feud, Tennessee native Anthony was claiming to 


be a Northerner! 


that’s okay. They made their choice. 
There are benefits and consequences 
to their choice. That’s become 
obvious. It’s different. The road 
was more difficult for SMW and 
will continue to be more difficult 
for the USWA. Let’s face it: 
Independent attendance is down, 
and we have less of a TV presence 
than ever before. The WWF and 
WCW are dominating. 

LENKER: Will the USWA survive? 

ARMSTRONG: I certainly hope 
so. They’ve been a part of Tennessee 
wrestling for a long time. 

ROSENBAUM: I'm surprised to 
hear you say that, considering the 
state of affairs between SMW and 
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the USWA. 

ARMSTRONG: Don’t be sur- 
prised. Sure, we had our differ- 
ences, but we never wanted to put 
each other out of business. I’m still 
in a war with the Jarretts and some 
of those other guys in the USWA. 
As it turned out—and this surprises 
me—we actually ended up helping 
each other. People loved to watch 
our wars. I’m sure there will be 
some people in Memphis gloating 
over SMW’s demise, but | betcha 
none of those people are wrestlers 
or people associated with 
wrestling. 

APTER: So what's next? Where 
do you and the other SMW people 


For most of their time together in SMW, Armstrong and 
Cornette were arch-enemies. Still, looking back, “Bullet” Bob is 
in some ways glad Cornette was a big part of Smoky Mountain. 


go from here? 

ARMSTRONG: Hey, Bill, we’ve 
known each other a long time. | 
was around well before SMW came 
along! Life goes on. We had great 
talent in this federation: Tommy 
Rich, my sons, Terry Gordy, Buddy 
Landell, Gibson and Morton, 
Tracey Smothers, Tony Anthony. 
Take Anthony, for instance. What a 
colorful guy! Do you really think 
there aren’t federations out there 
just dying to have him? And how 
about Buddy? He and The Head- 
bangers are trying to work out a 
deal with the WWF. 

LENKER: And yourself? 

ARMSTRONG: Hey, old wres- 


tlers don’t fade away or die. 
Whether it’s in actual wrestling or 
management, there'll be something 
for me to do. Let me put it this 
way: I’m not up nights worrying 
about it. 

APTER: But you must think about it. 

ARMSTRONG: Sure, | think 
about the good times, and there 
have been plenty of them. Heck, 
you’re not going to believe this, but 
I’ve even had some good thoughts 
about Jim Cornette lately. 

ROSENBAUM: Well, you should. 
He put some spark in the federation 
for a long time. He says he made 
the federation. 

ARMSTRONG: He created con- 
troversy. Almost cost me my 
career, too, but there was contro- 
versy. When he talks, people lis- 
ten. Maybe they can’t figure out 
what he’s saying, but they listen. 
And remember that thing when 
Tony Anthony was telling people 
he was a Northerner? Well, that 
got under a lot of people’s skin, 
and I’m not even sure to this day 
what Anthony was thinking about, 
but he got people’s attention. And, 
of course, my son Brad winning 


The Heavenly 
Bodies-Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express feud was 
born in Smoky and 
made for some 
thrilling matches. At 
the time of SMW’s 
demise, however, 
Rick Morton and 
Tom Prichard were 
allies. 


the Smoky Moun- 
tain title, The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express wrestling, 
those were all 
wonderful times. 
Even down to the 
very end, with 
The Heavenly 
Bodies and Robert 
Gibson on one 
side and Ricky 
Morton, Tracey 
Smothers, and 
Tony Anthony on 
the other, that was great stuff. The 
kind of thing that if you put it on 
one of those Monday night pro- 


grams, everybody’s talking about 
it around the water cooler on 
Tuesday morning. The only thing | 
feel bad about is that Brad wasn’t 
champion when the federation 
folded. That would’ve been won- 
derful and so appropriate, Brad as 
the last SMW heavyweight cham- 
pion. This family has put so much 
into the federation. Smoky 
Mountain was just a good old- 
fashioned, old-time promotion. 
Not a lot of glitz or fancy produc- 
tions, but just a lot of good, solid, 
intense wrestling that fans could 
really get into and appreciate. I'll 
miss it. 

APTER: Is this the toughest time 
of your career, Bob? 

ARMSTRONG: Bill, it’s right up 
there, but what can | say? How can 
| compare this to when I heard the 
news that Eddie Gilbert died? 
What’s our basis for comparison? 
Sure, it’s difficult, | feel horrible, 
but life goes on. Life goes on. it 
always does. 4 


“Go ahead, take it. You need it more than I do.” 
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Owen Hart could tell you how effective 
Ahmed’s modified power bomb is. 
One knock against him is that he 
lacks technical skills. That didn’t 
seem to hurt him against the lighter, 
quicker Owen. 
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“That proves. nothing 
absolutely nothing,” declared a 
stunned Jim Cornette, Yokozuna’s 
manager. “Look at the tape. It's 
more of a hip-toss than a body- 


slam. Besides, you don’t earn a 
shot at the WWF World title without 
first gaining more experience and 
wins against the best wrestlers 
here. There are a lot of guys who 
should get shots before him. Yoko, 
Owen Hart, and Davey Boy Smith 
come to mind immediately.” 

Despite a penchant for hyper- 
bole, Cornette may be on the mark 
on this one. Although Johnson is 
undefeated in the WWF, he has yet 
to prove himself one-on-one 
against a top-of-the-line wrestler. 
Most of his victories have come 
against mid-level wrestlers such as 
Rad Radford. 

“What else do you expect from 
me?” asked Johnson. “Do you 
think Diesel or Sid or Mabel or 
Razor Ramon is going to step in 
the ring against me? I'd dismantle 
them all. With one devastating 
powerslam, | could squeeze all the 
air out of their lungs.” 

Such matchups would not only 
serve Johnson well, they would add 
a spark to the WWF. Fans have 
received Johnson enthusiastically, 
for he wrestles cleanly, is polite in 
and out of the ring, and comes off 
as intelligent. 

“He has all the gifts of a potential 
champion,” said Brian Christopher, 
who has seen him in the USWA. “He 
is not patient, which is a good sign, 
actually. And he’s the kind of athlete 
who plays well to an audience; he 
feeds off fans’ cheers. That’s why 
this whole USWA situation bothers 
him so much. He just wants to be 
able to walk into a WWF ring and 
have a fan shout, ‘Hey, it’s Ahmed 
Johnson, champion.” 

Right now, however, Johnson 
remains not only a champion in 
search of title shots in the WWF, 
but also as a man in search of 
respect. O 


ARPS ESE BACK ISSUES OF as 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Don't 
miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader in 
wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with 
the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with color in every issue! 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 

[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface.] 


February 1988/CENTERFOLD: 
Ronnie Garvin. Savage & Elizabeth, 
Garvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1989/CENTERFOLD; Rick 
Steiner. Randy Savage, Ted Turner, 
Richter, Paul E., Powers of Pain. 


December 1990/CENTERFOLD: 
Sting. New WWF Blood, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry, Doom, Gilbert, 
Slaughter. 


January 1991/CENTERFOLD: Kerry 
Von Erich. WWF vs, NWA, Hogan, 
Hansen, Sting, Sherri & Warrior. 


February 1991/CENTERFOLD: 1991 
calendar, WrestleMania, Vicious, 
DiBiase-Rhodes, Steiner, Power & 
Glory. 
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May 1991/CENTERFOLD; Arn 
Anderson, Hulk Hogan, Rude, Flair- 
Sting, Thesz. 


June 1991/CENTERFOLD; Hacksaw 
Duggan. Hulk Hogan, Cactus, Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiner. 


January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff 
Jarrett. Flair/Summerslam, Simmons 
by Bowden, Von Erich interview. 


February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt 
Hennig. Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, 
Rude, Rhodes, Roberts interview. 


April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry 
Windham. Steiners, Backlund, Sting- 
Muta, Hawk-Sasaki. 


November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The 
Steiners. WCW Midyear Report, 
Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, Yokozuna. 


January 1994/CENTERFOLD; Jerry 
Lawler. Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Comette, Vicious. 


May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuna-Luger, Flair-Vader, 
Heenan, WrestleMania retrospective. 


July 1994/CENTERFOLD;: Rick 
Steamboat. Razor Ramon, Flair- 
Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and $3 for 
every back issue to be sent airmail, International money order in U.S. funds only, 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink 
& Dink. Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, 
Steriners, Albano, steroid trial. 


November 1994/CENTERFOLD: 
Randy Savage. Hogan In WCW, 
Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, Michaels, 
Jake. 


Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry 
Funk. Hulkamania Wild Again, 
McMahon, Vicious, AAA, Flair. 


January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor 
Ramon. Tatanka, Hogan, Alundra, 
ECW vs. NWA, Brian Lee. 


February 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Johnny B. Badd. WCW Civil War, 
Piliman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret Hart. 


April 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sabu, 
WWF Title Turmoil, Hogan, 
Cornette, Diesel, Alundra, Rhodes. 


May 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sting, 
Diesel, Savage, Sabu, Hogan- 
Beefcake, Vader, Owen Hart. 


July 1995/CENTERFOLD; Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Hulk Hogan, Sullivan, 
USWA blood, Yokozuna, revitalize 
the WWF, 


August 1995/CENTERFOLD: Big 
Van Vader, Women In Wrestling, 
Rottens, Sting-Hogan, Road 


October 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Harlem Heat. Razor Ramon, ideal 
WWF champ, Flair, Savage, Orndorff. 


November 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Hulk Hogan, Summersiam, Vader, 
Michaels, Backlund, North Korea, 
ECW tules. 


December 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Bodydonnas. Diesel-Mabel, Sting, 
Yokozuna, Savio, Regal-Eaton, 
Lawler-LeDuc. 


January 1996/CENTERFOLD: Arn 
Anderson. WWF vs. WCW, Diesel & 
Shawn, Luger, Summersiam. 


February 1996/CENTERFOLD: 
Shawn Michaels. Randy Savage, 
Hogan, Gangstas-Public Enemy, 


4148/11-95 
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HOMETOWN: Columbia, GA 
HEIGHT: 5°11” 

WEIGHT: 230 

YEARS PRO: 11 

RATING: No. 107 (“PW1 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 


*Rested and rejuvenated. Just getting the 


chance to compete in the WWF again has his 
juices flowing. 


*Rocker Dropper. Is over the trauma of - 


Chuck Austin paralysis incident, uses finish- 
er effectively again. 

*Young veteran. Still in physical prime, yet 
already so experienced. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Unrealistic. Has trouble accepting fact that 
in the WWF, even star wrestlers lose their 
share of bouts. 

*Bulk. Added muscle has decreased the 
effectiveness of aerial moves. 

*Stuck in Shawn’s shadow. Eats at him that 
former partner Michaels has had better solo 
career. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Much of his career 
has revolved around Michaels ... They won 
the AWA World tag title together twice in 
1987 before jumping to the WWE ... Never 
won the WWF tag belts and wound up feud- 
ing with each other ... Jannetty won the I-C 
belt from Shawn in May °93, then lost it 
back to him three weeks later ... Wrestled a 
few times in ECW in °95; also won the 
Midwest Territorial Wrestling heavyweight 
title last year. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1996: There doesn’t 
seem to be any reason why Jannetty couldn’t 
again climb near the top of the WWF. He’s 
still in excellent shape, but he struggles 
against larger foes. It was disappointing to 
see him get dominated in a feud with The 
Kid, a man with whom he once held the 
WWF tag title, in late-’95. Kid is one 
wrestler Jannetty ought to excel against. It 
might be in his best interest to find a regular 


partner and pursue the WWF tag title 
again. 


W074. 
HOMETOWN: Chicago, IL 
HEIGHT: 6’5” 
WEIGHT: 265 
YEARS PRO: 10 
RATING: No. 23 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 
*Refocused. Return to WCW gave him 
chance to get a fresh start. 
*“Rack” is back. Once again, he’s using it 
consistently and viciously. 
*Style suits him. The way he wrestles, he 
almost has to be a rulebreaker to do well 
over the long haul. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Confused. Doesn’t know his best friend is, 
Sting or Jimmy Hart. 
*Gym rat. Pumping iron is fine, but how 
about doing more sparring and working on 
new moves? 
‘Aching arm. Steel plate inserted after 
motorcycle accident can be weapon, but it 
still gets stiff now and then. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Still hearing that 
same haunting criticism: Shouldn’t a man 
with your skills have won more than one 
world title by now? ... Won that one world 
title (WCW’s) by beating Barry Windham in 


} 1990 ... Former member of The Four 
| Horsemen ... Has been managed by Harley 
‘} Race, Bobby Heenan, and now Jimmy Hart 

' .., Nearly had his career ended in a motorcy- 


ele accident in 1992 ... Stint in the WWF 
that ended this summer was disappointing 
overall. 


| OUTLOOK FOR 1996: Luger does seem 


to be wrestling with renewed vigor now 
that he’s back to rulebreaking, but we’ve 
said that before, then watched as he start- 
ed to fizzle. Right now, he is definitely in 
the middle of the World title picture in 
WCW, and he should remain there 
throughout ’96. If he’s smart and picks 
his feuds wisely, he has an excellent 
chance of winning that World title in the 
next 12 months. 


HOMETOWN: Knoxville, TN 
HEIGHT: 677” 

WEIGHT: 345 

YEARS PRO: 1 

RATING: No. 103 (“PW 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 


*Leg strength. Even basic kicks pack plenty | 


of power. 


*Good student, Learned from Lawler in | 


WWF, Snow in SMW. 

*Fine finisher. Legdrop administered nape 
nent draped over top rope is devastating. 
WEAKNESSES: 


*Lacks career drive. Knows if he fails in } 


wrestling, there’s always dentistry. : 
*Hart problems. Lost confidence after 
being humbled by Bret. 


*Underdeveloped. Upper body strength is” 


surprisingly lacking for a man his size. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Though he looks — 
a lot like him, Yankem is not related to |} 


“Psycho” Sid Vicious ... Won the Smoky 
Mountain tag team title with Al Snow in 
April 1995 ... Has also competed as Glen 
Jacobs ... Was summoned to the WWF by 
Jerry Lawler in June *95 after Lawler lost 
a “kiss-my-foot” match to Bret Hart ... 
Despite Lawler’s interference, he was 
never able to beat Hart ... The scariest 
dentist you'll ever see! 

OUTLOOK FOR 1996: It’s very hard to 
say at this point. Yankem gambled by tar- 
geting “The Hitman” in his first WWF 
feud. Had he been more effective in that 
feud, he would have been in position to 
make a run at either the World or 
Intercontinental title. He didn’t, though, so 
now he is back near the bottom of the 
WWF heap. He’d probably be better off 


ditching Lawler; either way, ’96 fig- 
ures to be a rebuilding year for 
Yankem. 


USAAE TAMEERE 


"| U.S., Mexico, and Japan ... 


EDDY GUERRERO 


WN: Los Angeles, - 4 
WEIGHT: 231 

YEARS PRO: 8 

RATING: No. 17 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Ultra adaptable. Is comfortable wrestling 
just about any style and at any pace. 

*Frog splash. Gets “Superfly”-like height on 
this phenomenal finisher. 

«Guerrero pride. Maintaining the family tra- 
dition of excellence is more than enough to 
motivate him. — 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Too good for own good. Some potential 
foes avoid him because they are afraid 
they'll look bad against. 

*Hype, hype, hype. After reading great press 
clippings about himself, he sometimes thinks 
he can’t lose. 

*Machismo. Mistakenly believes he’s good 
enough to trade punches with top brawlers. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Truly an interna- 
tional sensation, Guerrero has shined in the 
Son of former 
wrestler Gory Guerrero, Eddy has three 
brothers who are involved in the sport ... 


_| Former tag team partner of Art Barr in AAA 


:.. Held the ECW TY title twice in ’95 
efore joining WCW in September ... Series 
of matches with Dean Malenko was nothing 
‘short of spectacular to see ... Top-notch 
counterwrestler. 


| OUTLOOK FOR 1996: It has probably 


been said about too many wrestlers, but 
1996 should be his year. Guerrero made 
the transition from ECW to WCW as 
smoothly as anyone could have. He may 
be the best all-around athlete in WCW 
right now. That one thing, however, might 
stand in his way of winning a title in 
WCW: None of the elite WCW wrestlers 
seem to want to wrestle him. Maybe they 
have reason to be hesitant, but we hope to 
see Hogan-Guerrero, Savage-Guerrero, or 
Sting-Guerrero soon. 


HOMETOWN: Marietta, GA 

HEIGHT: 674” 

WEIGHT: 240 

YEARS PRO: 3 

RATING: No. 140 (“PWI S00”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Unpredictable. Always on the attack, usual- 
ly from all different angles. ~ 

*Marathon man. Trains hard, so he’s at his 
best in long matches. 

*Motivated. Knows if he can dominate 
Jarrett feud, he’ll be considered among 
wrestling’s elite. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Sleeper obsession. Hold rarely works, and it 
leaves him vulnerable to counters. 


| | *Poor comeback wrestler. Once he loses 


momentum, confidence wanes in a hurry. 
*Family feuds. Too concerned with defend- 
ing the Armstrong name, not concerned 
enough about own career. 

OTHER COMMENTS: This youngest 
member of the Armstrong wrestling clan has 
also wrestled as Brian Armstrong and The 
Roadie (Jeff Jarrett’s WWE sidekick) ... 
Participated in Operation Desert Storm ... 
His interference was instrumental in Jarrett’s 
winning the WWF Intercontinental title three 
times ... Split with Jarrett after “Double-J” 
lost the [-C title in July, and is now feuding 
with him in the USWA. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1996: That depends. 
Jarrett reportedly worked out his differences 
with the WWF and should be back early in 
the new year. If Armstrong chooses to fol- 
low him, he might struggle for at least a 
while against the top competition there. If he 
stays in the USWA, he has the skills to be a 
dominant force. We hope he chooses the first 
option. With a little more experience, he 
could be exceptional. He showed a ton of 


promisesin the WWF in the few 
matches he wrestledithere in *95. £ 
JESSE JAMES ARMSTRONG 
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TOP 10 


1 BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

(2) WWF World champion 
2 RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, FL 

(1) WEW World champion 
3 DAVEY BOY SMITH 

245, leeds, England 

(-) No, 2 contender: WWF World title 
4 THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

{-) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 
5 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

(4) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
& STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

(9) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 

RAZOR RAMON 

290, Miami, FL 

(5) WWE Intercontinental champion 

JOHNNY B. BADD 

235, Macon, GA 

(10) WCW TV champion 
@ DIESEL 

356, Las Vegas, NV 

(7) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


TAG TEAMS 
] THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS 


Combined weight: 465 pounds 
___{1) WWF World tag team champions 
HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 
OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA 
Combined weight: 795 pounds 
____(3) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
a J. J. ARMSTRONG & TRACEY SMOTHER: 
Combined weight: 467 pounds 
5) USWA team champions 
& THE KID & SID VICIOUS 
Combined weight: 530 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WWE World tag title 
6 THE SANDMAN & 2 COLD SCORPIO 
Combined weight: 466 pounds 
8) ECW tag team champions 
7 PUBLIC ENEMY 
Combined weight: 583 pounds 
10) No. 1 contenders: ECW title 
PG-13 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 
(6) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 
RAZOR RAMON & SAVIO VEGA 
Combined weight: 547 pounds 
(-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 


10 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


(3) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
wcw WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
RANDY SAVAGE BRET HART 
(C) 237, Sarasota, FL (C) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 1—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 233, Tokyo, Japan (1) 290, Miami, FL 
2—THE GIANT 2—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(6) 430, parts unknown (4) 245, Leeds, England 
3=—HULK HOGAN 3—DIESEL 


(2) 275, Venice Beach, CA 


4—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(4) 235, Macon, GA 


(3) 356, las Vegas, NV 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 
(2) 328, parts unknown 


5—STING 5—BUDDY LANDELL 

(5) 260, Venice Beach, CA (-) 236, los Angeles, CA 
6—LEX LUGER 6—AHMED JOHNSON 

(3) 265, Chicago, IL (7) 255, Pearl River, MS 
7—RIC FLAIR 7—JEFF JARRETT 

(8) 243, Minneapolis, MN (-) 230, Nashville, TN 
8—EDDY GUERRERO 8—GOLDUST 

{-) 221, Los Angeles, CA (8) 254, Austin, TX 
9—BRIAN PILLMAN 9—YOKOZUNA 

{-) 226, Cincinnati, OH {-) 589, Samoa 


10—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 10—SAVIO VEGA 


(9) 260, Tampa, FL 


(9) 260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 
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Bret Hart 


10 MARCUS BAGWELL & SCOTTY RIGGS 
Combined weight; 464 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
USWA ECW 
USWA Champion: ECW Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT THE SANDMAN 
(4) 230, Nashville, TN (3) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
1—TEX SLAZENGER 1—TOMMY DREAMER 
(5) 253, Austin, TX (4) 245, Yonkers, NY 
2—AHMED JOHNSON 2—2 COLD SCORPIO 
(C) 255, Pearl River, MS (2) 222, Denver, CO 
3—J. J. 3—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(3) 240, Marietta, GA (C) 187, New York, NY 
4—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 4—CACTUS JACK 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN (+) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
5—TRACEY SMOTHERS 5—TAZ 


(10) 227, Atlanta, GA 
6—STEVEN DUNN 

(6) 240, Tampa, Fl 
7—MOONDOG CUJO 

(8) 301, parts unknown 
8—DOUG GILBERT 

(9) 241, Lexington, TN 
9—TOMMY RICH 

(-) 248, Hendersonville, TN 

10—KOKO B. WARE 
(-] 229, Union City, TN 


(-) 221, Massapequa, NY 
6—STEVE RICHARDS 

{-) 227, Philadelphia, PA 
7—RAVEN 

{-) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
8—HACK MYERS 

[+] 269, Baltimore, MD 
9—BRUISER MASTINO 

{+} 401, Omaha, NE 

10—J.T. SMITH 
[-) 238, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 

wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


1 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
2 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 

BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

____Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular _ 

@ RAZOR RAMON 

290, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 
5 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 8 Mos? Popular 
6 RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, FL. 

Last issue: No. 3 Mos? Popular 
7 AHMED JOHNSON 

255, Pearl River, MS 

Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
8 SHAWN MICHAELS 

234, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
9 JOHNNY B. BADD 

235, Macon, GA 

Las? issue: unrated 

10 HENRY GODWINN 
278, Biggers, AR 
Last issue: unrated 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
THE GREAT MUTA 
(C) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(-) 287, Gisu, Japan 
2—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(+) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
3—HIRYOSHI TENZAN 
{-) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
4—SCOTT NORTON 
(-) 360, Minneapolis, MN 
5=—RIKI CHOSHU 
(-) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
6—KOJI KANEMOTO 
(-) 205, Tokyo, Japan 
7—EL SAMURAI 
(-) 210, Tokyo, Japan 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 
{-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—JUSHIN LIGER 
{-) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
10—KAZUO YAMAZAKI 
{-) 182, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST HATED 


] THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
THE KID 
212, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


3 BOB BACKLUND 


234, Princeton, MN 
Last issue: unrated 


@ JERRY LAWLER 


234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


5 KEVIN SULLIVAN 


252, Boston, MA 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


6 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


7 GOLDUST 
254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


8 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 
Last issue: unrated 


Q DAVEY BOY SMITH 


245, leeds, England 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


10 tAz 


221, Massapequa, NY 
Last issue: unrated 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 


MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(10) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
2—KENTA KOBASHI 
(-) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
3—AKIRA TAUE 
(-} 265, Tokyo, Japan 
4—STAN HANSEN 
(-) 322, Borger, TX 
5—GARY ALBRIGHT 
{-) 343, Billings, MT 
6—JOHNNY ACE 
(+) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
7—THE PATRIOT 
{-) 251, Columbia, SC 
8—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(+) 202, Fichigi, Japan 
9—DAN KROFFAT 
(-) 235, Montreal, Quebec 
10—DOUG FURNAS 
(-) 243, Commerce, OK 


For period ended December 21, 1995 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 


T—=DIESEL......cccccscseresesssccssscnsssscssosssesseccsess 7 O POINTS 
Z—STING ..,ccsscvrcccnscsessssecssecsscsesersscecsessessces 7 O POINTS 
S—HULK HOGAN. ....ccssesreescccccccrescsvseesseseeveessO4 BONES 
4—BRET HART...ccccccccoseserssssccevensssrsssesssnessese 30 POints 
5S—RAZOR RAMON .......sccccccssssrssresssessccsseseee 54 POINTS 


TAG TEAMS 
1—OQWEN HART & YOKOZUNA ....cccccccsereseeeeee 84 points 
2—HARLEM HEAT ...cccsccsossesssescsrsssonserecessoseoe 7 9 POints 
S—THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS ......0ccceresssessrrseerrnensO2 POInts 
4—THE NASTY BOYS .....sccssccoscsssssncenccceesesseee44 points 
5—PG-13 pbacashecandonpbessasedepacacadcoadecsbsscccnenbecra > points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—Cien Caras; 3—Rey 
Misterio Jr.; 4—Psicosis; 5—Winners; 6—Jerry Estrada; 7—Octagon; 8—La 
Parka; 9—Heavy Metal; 10—El Hijo Del Santo. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Virgil; 2—Tito Santona; 3—Johnny 
Gunn; 4—Rick Martel; 5—Johnny Graham; 6—Mr. Hughes; 7—Lord Zoltan; 
8—Ubas; 9—Mikey Whipwreck; 10—Glenn Osbourne. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Greg Valentine; 1—Rick Martel; 2—Tito 
Santana; 3—Scott Putski; 4—Tony Atlas; 5—Johnny Gunn; 6—Metal Maniac; 
7—Bastion Booger; 8—Jimmy Snuka; 9—Koko B. Ware; 10—Joe Savoldi. 
MTW: MTW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Bruiser Bedlam; 2—D-Lo Brown; 
3—Brad Armstrong; 4—Bobo Brazil Jr.; 5—Rock Stevens; 6—J.T. Lightning; 
7—Chris Carter; 8—Johnny Paradise; 9—Machine Gun Kelly; 10—Ray 
Roberts. 

PCW: PCW Champion—Akita Kaos; 1—Skip; 2—Mark Mest; 3—Reckless 
Youth; 4—Ray Odyssey; 5—Ubas; 6—D-Lo Brown; 7—The Midnight Rocker; 
8—Johnny Graham; 9—Jimmy Deo; 10—Boo Bradley. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—J.B. Trask; 2—Horace the Psychopath; 
3—Lenny Lane; 4—Charlie Norris; 5—Blocktop Bully; 6—Nailz; 7—The 
Mangler; 8—Dan Jesser; 9—Kamikaze Kid; 10 —Jesse Hennig. 

PWF: PWF Champion—dustin Steele; 1—George South; 2—Italian Stallion; 
3—Tyrone Knox; 4—Cruel Connection I]; 5—Madd Maxxine; 6—Star Ryder; 
7—Hlaming Youth; 8—Randy Sledge; 9—Terry Austin; 10—Russian Assassin Il. 
WWA: WWA Champion—Jim McPherson; 1—Chris Evans; 2—Ed Atlas; 3— 
Frank Finnegan; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Metal Maniac; 6—Chuck Sloan; 7—Gino 
Coruso; 8—Gus the Greek; 9—John Rotten; 10—Akita Kaos. 
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The Japanese invasion. Just a few months after stars from New 
Japan began invading WCW en masse, stars from New Japan and 
All-Japan have invaded our ratings en masse. Let us explain: 

The demise of Smoky Mountain Wrestling (you can read about 
it in detail in the “Press Conference” with former SMW 
Commissioner Bob Armstrong on page 22) left a major hole in 
our ratings section. We seriously considered putting a number of 
different organizations in Smoky’s old slot, but in the end, we 
decided to make two changes in the ratings format. Many readers 
have written to tell us how much they liked the addition of the 
International category, which included mostly wrestlers from Japan 
and Mexico, to our ratings section in late-1994. 

So what we decided to do starting with this issue is split the 
International ratings into one top 10 for New Japan and one for 
All-Japan. The top spot in New Japan will be reserved for the 
IWGP heavyweight champion, which at press time was The 
Great Muta. Other regulars in New Japan include Jushin Liger, 
Koji Kanemoto, and Sabu. 

The top All-Japan spot will be reserved for the Triple Crown 
champ. At press time, that trio of titles was held by Mitsuharu 
Misawa. Other All-Japan regulars include Toshiaki Kawada 
and Stan Hansen. 

This ’n’ that ... The Undertaker has a firm hold on a spot in 
our overall top 10 this month even though his recent win-loss 
record hasn’t been all that good. Most of 
the ghoulish one’s recent matches have 
been against WWF World champion 
Bret Hart, and all of them have ended 
without a decisive finish. 

Actually, Undertaker has dominated 
most of the matches, only to see his 
chance to win his second WWF title 
taken away by the interference of wres- 
tlers such as Diesel, Davey Boy Smith, 
Owen Hart, and Yokozuna. 

Because those men have been attacking Hart, referees have dis- 
qualified Undertaker because, technically, he is benefiting from the 
interference, even if he does despise the men who interfere “on his 
behalf.” And it is clear that he does despise them, because he has 
been quick to help Bret chase the rulebreakers away. This fall, Paul 


The Undertaker 


RATINGS ANALYSIS — 


Bearer, “Taker’s manager, stormed into WWF President Gorilla 
Monsoon’s office to ask why his man hadn’t had a World title 
match in nearly two years. 

Bearer succeeded in getting Undertaker World title matches; 
now he needs to get his man fair title matches with no interfer- 
ence, because it’s clear the man from the dark side has what it 
takes to be World champ again. 

Look for Public Enemy to climb higher in our tag team top 
10—and maybe even to the top spot—during the first half of 
1996. They signed with WCW in early-December and were set to 
make their federation debut sometime in January. 

Rocco Rock and Johnny Grunge won the ECW tag team 
title four times during their 2'/2-year tenure in that promotion. 
They tried their luck in the WWF for one match, against The 
Smokin’ Gunns at the dark match at Survivor Series 95, but 
apparently got a deal more to their liking in WCW. We all know 
they can outbrawl just about any team. Maybe in WCW, we’ll 
find out more about their overall wrestling skills. 

Why no Jerry Lawler in the USWA rankings, you ask? 
Simple. It’s because he broke his fibula in a match with two-time 
former Smoky Mountain heavyweight 
champion Brad Armstrong in No- 
vember. SMW might be dead, but that 
doesn’t mean the promotion’s former 
stars can’t continue to cause trouble for 
people in the USWA. The injury isn’t 
as serious as it might sound, though. 
“The King” was able to walk with only 
a slight limp shortly after the injury 
occurred and wasn’t expecting to be on 
the injury list for very long. He said he 
still planned to be challenging USWA champ Ahmed Johnson 
again early in 1996. 

Finally, expect Jeff Jarrett to re-enter the WWF ratings dur- 
ing the first few months of °96. Just before press time, we learned 
that he had worked out his differences with the WWF and would 
be on his way back soon. 

Until next month ... If you have any comments regarding our 
ratings, write to us at: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. O 


Jerry Lawler 
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+ ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! * CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
% MAILING ADDRESSES! THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
+ PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 
% NEW! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE! EW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Artist 

10,000 Maniacs 2761 Crosby, Stills, Nash 4683 Hothouse Flowers 9682 Neil Young 7621 Smashing Pumpkins 
4 Non Blondes 2765 Crowded House 4631 _ Indigo Girls 6352 Nelson 7643. Smithereens 
AC/DC 2791 Cry of Love 4691 INX! 6393 New Order 7661 Sonic Youth 
Aerosmith 2853 The Cult 2768 Jackson Browne 6461 Nine Inch Nails 7683. Soul Asylum 
Aimee Mann 2871 The Cure 5224 Jackyl 6471 Nirvana 7682 Soundgarden 
Alice Cooper 3261 Damn Yankees 8291 James Taylor 6722 NRBOQ 7746 Spin Doctors 
Alice in Chains 3262. Danger Danger 5261 Jane's Addiction 6723 Ozzy Osbourne 7181 Squeeze 

Allman Bros. 3265 Danzig Jerry Garcia Band 7263 Pantera 8242 Steve Vai 
Anthrax 2691 David Bowie “ Jesus Jones 7692 Patty Smyth 6421 Stevie Nicks 
B-52s 7681 David Lee Roth 5 Jethro Tull 7463 +=Paul Simon 7842 = Sting 

Bad Company 3332 per. Purple Jimmy Buffett 6221 Paul McCartney 7863 Stone Temple Pilots 
Beatles 3331 Def Leppard r Joe Satriani 9373 Paul Westerberg 7834 Suede 

Beck 3371 Depeche Mode John Mellencamp 7321 PearlJam 7841 Suicidal Tendencies 
Belly 3461 Dinosaur Jr. Judas Priest 4221 Peter Gabriel 7862 Sundays 
Beverly Hills 90210 3462 Dio Juliana Hatfield 3722 Peter Frampton 8341 Suzanne Vega 
Big Head Todd/Monsters 3472 _ Dire Straits Kansas 7441 ~~ Phish 8251 Talking Heads 
Billy Idol 3733. Dream Theater King’s X 7462 Pink Floyd 8321 Tears For Fears 
Billy Joel 3871 Duran Duran ki The Kinks 7641 Poison 6841 Ted Nugent 
Black Crowes 3242 The Eagles KISS 7671 Porno For Pyros 8371 Tesla 

Black Sabbath 2741 Edie Brickell Led se 7745 Primus 8372 Testament 

Blind Melon 5641 Elton John Lemonheads 7762 Prong 8432 The The 

Bob Dylan 2671 _ Elvis Costello Lenny Kravitz 1831 Queen 7381 Tom Petty 

Bon Jovi 3681 Enuff Z’nuff G Lillian Axe 1832 Queensryche 2622 Tom Cochrane 
Bonham 5642 Eric Johnson Lita Ford 7363 =R.E.M. 8662 Tool 

Breeders 2525 Eric Clapton Live 7232 Radiohead 8741 Trixter Fan Club 
Brother Cane 3981 Extreme Lynch Mob 7265 Ramones 8221 U2 

Bruce Hornsby 3241 ‘Faith No More Matthew Sweet 7283 RATT 8241 UB40 

Bruce Springsteen 3442 Fight S Meat Loaf 7332 Red Hot Chili Peppers 8451 Ugly Kid Joe 
Bryan Adams 3471 Firehouse : Megadeth 6273 Richard Marx 8743. Urge Overkill 
Bulletboys 3531 Fleetwood Mac x Melissa Etheridge 7521 Robert Plant 8262 Van Halen 
Butthole Surfers 3673. Foreigner Metallica 7832 Rod Stewart 6341 Vince Neil 
Catherine Wheel 4362 Genesis Michael Bolton 7651 Rolling Stones 8461 Violent Femmes 
Chery] Wheeler 8462 George Thorogood 43 Midnight Oil 7652 Rollins Band 9271 WASP. 
Cinderella 4461 Gin Blossoms Mighty M. Bosstones 7871 Rush 9272 Warrant 
Collective Soul 4721 Grateful Dead 3 Ministry 7223. Sacred Reich 9441 White Zombie 
Concrete Blonde 4731 Great White ; Mitch Malloy 7261 Santana 9463 The Who 
Counting Crows 4737 Green Day 2  Morrisse 7374 Sepultura 9454 Wilson Phillips 
Coverdale/Page 4735 Green Jelly Motley Crue 6262 Sinead O’Connor 9671 World Party 
Cowboy Junkies 4861 Guns N’ Roses Motorhead 7541 Skid Row 9371 Yes 

Cracker 4274 Hardline Mr. Big 7523 Slaughter 6251 YngwieMalmsteen 
Cranberries 4321 Heart Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 7524 Slayer 1181 ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! «ae your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700 «: 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Permission. Avg, Call 3 min. 


©1994 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 
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THE LERDER OF THE PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing 
the wrestling arena (and the locker room) to 
the fans. No other wrestling magazine that 
covers the entire spectrum of the sport can 
boast of the same quality writers, editors, and 
photographers. PWI is acknowledged world- 
wide as the best! 


ECLUGIVE FEATURES! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete 
coverage of wrestling available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the 
magnificent full-color centerfold—PWI 
brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI 
includes exclusive features you can't get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” . . . Eddie Ellner’s lively and contro- 
versial “Off The Top Rope” .. . An incisive 
“Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports”... “Time Capsules”. . . And don’t 
forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced 
at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
it!) and any other specials we produce 
throughout the year! 


TWO WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


© Order a 13-issue subscription to PWI and 
save 20% off the regular newsstand price! 

© Order a 26-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive a whopping 25% savings off the 
regular newsstand rate! 


Don't miss a single issue! 
dubscribe today 
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(W Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


C1 Iam enclosing $32.80 for a one-year (13-issue) subscription~a 20% savings off the 
newsstand price! 


C) Iam enclosing $61.50 for a two-year (26-issue) subscription—a full 25% savings off the 
newsstand rate! 


Please indicate method of payment: 


Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
—] VISA C) MasterCard 
Card #: 


Signature: Expiration Date: /_ 
t 


MO/YR 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Name 


—_e_e_eeeere————— 


Address 


| 


| 
City 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $43.20 for 13 issues ($65.30 airmail): $82.30 for 26 issues ($126.50 airmail), 
International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


State Zip 
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E17 cetetete? 
When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Y Seite 
magazine has all the inside information you want = ssteteres 
and it’s only a phone call away. 4 \ 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the VA \ [| 


road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘DS This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costypér minute in the 
United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at.all.other'times, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4112/08-95 
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